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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Agency for American Libraries, 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
LONDON. 
(FORMERLY RICH & SONS.) 


Epw. G. ALLEN devotes himself entirely to library business. His long experience enables him 
to execute the orders of correspondents promptly, cheaply, and with thorough efficiency. His con- 
nection with all the Book Dealers in the United Kingdom gives him the command of the British 
Book Market, and qualifies him to serve his customers with special advantage, and to bring promptly 
under their notice all the stores of Literature, old and new, on sale in Great Britain. 


Books Supplied at a Small Commission on the Cost Price, with the usual Trade 
deductions, and forwarded by the quickest and cheapest routes. Second-hand 
Catalogues by early Mails, and no Commission charged on Orders 
from them. Periodicals and Newspapers Posted Promptly. 


No expensive sub-agencies at home or abroad. Foreign books on easy terms. 


Agency for the following Libraries and many others: 


Lib of Congress, Washington. Colorado University. 
Libraries of Parliament, Ottawa, Toronto, ohns Hopkins University. 

and Quebec. hiladelphia Library Co. 
Amherst College. Peabody Institute, Baltimore. 
Boston Public Library. University of Pennsylvania. 
Brooklyn Library. University of Toronto, Can. 
Brown University. Watkinson Library, Hartford, Conn, 
Cornell University. Vale University. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library. Minneapolis Public Library. 
California University. 


BINDING. 

Cheap and Durable for Circulating Libraries. Specially Strong for Books of Reference. Superior 
Style for Works of Art. Imitation Antique for Rare Old Books. Calf Extra in Every Variety. 
Best Half-Binding for General Library Use. Pamphiets Bound at Cheap Rates. Law- 
Books in Law Calf. Cheap Binding in Cloth. Hard-Grained Roan, etc. Dilapi- 
dated Binding Neatly Repaired. Deficiencies of Rare Books Supplied in 
Exact Fac-Simile. Library Stamps to Order. 


We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faitnfulness to the interests of 
his American customers, When a resident in ashington, ten years ago, we found that the immense Congressional 
Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen’s London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging 
to the Universities and Colleges in the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we 
have heard from the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which their 
orders were always filled. 

** We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, to which these pres- 
ents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency for replenishing their Libraries with Eng- 
lish /owa State Agricultural College. 

**No better indorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries that continue to use 
it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the oid and made new patrons. The very large 
business built up demands only a small commission instead of the customary 10 per cent. A library can safely 
entruat all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates and fee: sure that it is not making a 
mistake.""—Metvit Dewry, State Library, New York. 


Edw. G. Allen’s American Library Agency, 


COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 
MEMBER AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


4 
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Tue American Library Association grows 
more and more vigorous and takes a higher and 
higher view of the powers and responsibilities 
of the profession. No meeting has givena fuller 
inspiration to those who were fortunate enough 
to be able to attend it than the late conference 
at Lake Placid. The questions which the libra- 
rian alone understands, technical problems that 
come up in every library and must be solved and 
solved well under penalty of incomplete success, 
were indeed considered, as is their due, but those 
which belong to the intercourse with the public 
were given the most prominent place and awak- 
ened the greatest interest. President Larned’s 
well-considered, well-worded and well-delivered 
address on the value of libraries to the state, 
pointing out their special necessity at the present 
time when all social questions are exciting an 
interest and assuming an importance that they 
never had before, and when the unrest in the 
working classes, that are now the governing 
classes, calls more imperatively than ever for the 
greatest possible enlightenment —this weighty 
address dictated the tone of thoughtof the listen- 
ers. Miss Stearns’ long and admirable paper on 
reading forthe young, in which, excellent as the 
matter was, the personality of the speaker went 
for more, was similar in character; and Mr. 
Brett’s ‘‘ Problem of to-day" made a worthy 
third. The three essays by ladies on fiction in 
public libraries were sparkling with wit or forci- 
ble with conviction. They left the subject 
where they found it, as it always has been left in 
previous discussions, for it is everywhere a 
question of degree and of adaptation to circum- 
stances. 


THROUGHOUT the conference the same fresh 
and inspiring tone was manifest, and the high- 
est conception of the possibilities and opportu- 
nities of the library profession was steadfastly 
maintained. It is impossible here to touch in 
detail upon the many excellences of the pro- 
gram ; these are well indicated in the sum- 
mary report of the proceedings, printed else- 
where. But the conference as a whole may be 
briefly characterized. It was a thorough suc. 
cess, a direct help in the present and a source 
of inspiration for the future ; no librarian there 
was sorry that he came, every librarian who 
did not come has much to regret; and every 
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| library that enabled its librarian or its assistants 
| to hear the address we have mentioned above 
| made a good investment of its money, for the 
| enthusiasm and the spirit of helpfulness which 
they will carry back will make their work 
doubly useful. 


ALMOsT coincident with the A. L. A. confer- 
ence was the 1894 meeting of the L. A. U. K., 
which was held at Belfast, September 4-7, 
and which proved to be oue of the pleasantest 
| and most successful of the ‘‘ librarians’ con- 
gresses.” Itis interesting to compare the pro- 
ceedings of the English association with those 
of its American congener, and to note how 
slight are the differences in plan or scope. 
Both have the same standards, the same pur- 
pose, the same enthusiasm ; both seek the same 
ends, though, perhaps, in slightly different 
ways. The most marked distinction is the pre- 
dominant masculinity of the English body and 
the lack of feminine participation in the formal 
discussions and proceedings. This year the L. 
A. U. K. had two papers by women — Miss 
James and Miss Petherbridge ; but this is small 
allowance compared with the ‘‘ equal rights” of 
the A. L. A. A distinction in tone is also 
apparent. In the English program the anti- 
quarian and bibliographical sides of library 
work seem to be emphasized ; in the American, 
special attention is given to its social and educa- 
tional aspects and to technical details. Library 
legislation received special attention at this 
meeting of the L. A. U. K., and it is pleasant 
to note that the system of home libraries devel- 
oped by Mr. Birtwell, of Boston, was presented 
to the association in a paper by Miss James. 
The “open library” system was undoubtedly the 
vexed question of the English meeting, and 
its benefits and disadvantages were warmly de- 
bated, fro and con, There were several papers 
on ¢x-didris, on matriculation books, and on his- 
torical and antiquarian subjects, which seldom 
find representation at the A. L. A. These very 
differences emphasize the desirability and help- 
fulness of intimate international relations and 
friendly interchange of opinion and suggestion, 
for in library work, asin all other fields, inter- 
course with others having a common aim is the 
surest source of enlightenment, encouragement, 
and inspiration. 
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A mosT useful feature of the Pudlishers’ 
weekly has been the column of ‘* Books wanted,” 
which of late years has extended to cover several 
pages, and which is a convenient method used by 
book-dealers to complete sets and to find trace of 
odds and ends of books. There are many libra- 
ries where valuable sets remain for years incom- 
plete, and to that extent useless, because one or 
two volumes have disappeared; and there are 
also many cases where libraries having special- 
ties desire books which may be in other libraries 
as duplicates or not specially desirable, so that 
the librarian having them would be glad to 
make an exchange. It has often been proposed 
to establish a duplicate clearing-house, to which 
duplicates could be sent for exchange purposes. 
Even if this were not soon full to overflowing 
with Agricultural reports of the previous year, 
it would shortly be overcrowded with whole regi- 
ments of ‘old soldiers,” and the expense for 
rent and dusting would become a serious item. 
A better plan would seem to be that libraries de- 
siring to fill gaps should make their wants known 
to other libraries and negotiate for desired vol- 
umes, either by purchase or by exchange. To 
this end it is proposed to establish in the adver- 
tising pages of the LrpRARY JOURNAL a column of 
** Books wanted and for exchange,” which we be- 
lieve will prove as useful to the library interests as 
it is understood that department in the Pud/ish- 
ers’ weekly has proved to book-dealers. It isin- 
tended that libraries which are subscribers to the 
JouRNAL shall have the benefit of the depart- 
ment for a limited number of lines free of charge, 
and it is desired that librarians express their 
opinions as to the desirability of such a feature 
and their suggestions in regard to it, so that these 
may be taken into consideration before the de- 
partment is established. 


THE proposed publication of a list of Swedish 
books intended for American libraries, which 
was recently brought to the attention of readers 
of the JouRNAL and is noted elsewhere in this 
issue, raises a somewhat interesting question of 
library ethics. The idea seems to be a further 
development of the rather recent tendency to 
consider the supplying of books in foreign lan- 
guages as one of the functions of a public libra- 
ry. Butisita properfunction? Not very long 
ago French, German, Italian, or Spanish books 
in the original were rarely to be found outside 
of the larger ‘‘ scholars’ libraries,” while now 
nearly all public libraries of importance contain 
foreign collections that are yearly augmented 
and are used by borrowers to a greater or less 


extent. There can be no argument against 
these collections, so long as they represent the 
best works of the chief European languages and 
are mainly designed as an aid to the study of 
those languages; but when the circulation of 
foreign books among foreign-speaking readers 
becomes of noteworthy importance in a libra- 
ry, and when the foreign collection is extended 
to cover works in comparatively little-known 
tongues, we are brought fairly to the question 
whether it is desirable thus to keep up language 
divisions among a population which, by virtue 
of residence and assumption of citizenship at 
least, should be wholly American. 


THIs question should not be overlooked in the 
desire, felt by every true librarian, to ‘‘ be all 
things to all men.” It is conceded that foreign 
books may wisely be supplied to meet the needs 
of students or others desiring to familiarize them- 
selves with foreign languages, or to aid foreign- 
ers toa knowledge of their home classics, particu- 
larly those not translated into English. But for 
ordinary purposes of circulation books in Eng- 
lish should suffice, and the foreign element 
should be minimized. In the present case we are 
told that, ‘‘ because there are 100,c0oo Swedes 
in New York and Brooklyn, because Chicago 
has a greater Swedish population than any 
other city save Stockholm, and the joint cities 
of St. Paul and Mioneapolis have nearly as 
many,” it is important that Swedish books be 
supplied by the public libraries in these and 
other cities. The same argument will apply, in 
nearly all American cities, not only to Swedes, 
but to Germans, French, Italians, Hebrews, 
Hungarians,and Poles, not to mention Chinese. 
Carrying out the idea, then, we would have a 
polyglot public library issuing polyglot litera- 
ture to the denizens of the various foreign 
**colonies,” and serving as a most effective 
factor in maintaining those barriers of race and 
language which are the most difficult of all bar- 
riers to overcome and the most prejudicial to 
unity of sentimentand action. This is certainly 
not conducive to good citizenship, and the pro- 
motion of good citizenship is, we take it, one of 
the functions of a public library—a function 
more important than the provision of foreign 
books for a limited class of foreign readers. 


We learn from a despatch in one of our Geor- 
gia exchanges that ‘‘ Mr. Dick Dobbs, a popular 
merchant of thiscity, will be an applicant for the 
post of state librarian, to succeed Capt. Milledge, 
and will send in his application as soon as Gov- 
ernor Atkinson is elected.” This is a combina- 
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tion of enterprise, business, and politics, in which, | We are unalterably opposed to segregation of 


however, ‘‘ library" seems to be left out. Mr. | 


Dick Dobbs may be the best possible of future | odd and even date plan works smoothly. 


state librarians,but the clipping gives a sad pict- 
ure of the public sentiment of Georgia regard- 
ing that important post. The growth of the A. 
L, A. and of the State library association idea 
happily makes thisdespatch read in most parts of 
the country like a bit of very ancient history, 
indeed. 


AN extraordinary lawsuit has been begun at 
Los Angeles, which will have special interest 
within library circles, but which is of significance 
in much wider fields. There are clergymen who 
misuse the forms of prayer as a means of rap- 
ping their congregation or individual members 
thereof — be it reverently said — over the shoul- 
ders of the Deity. In the present case a Los 
Angeles pastor went even beyond this, and 
‘* prayed against” Miss Kelso, the librarian of 
the Los Angeles Public Library, because of a 
French novel which had been put on the shelves 
of the library in ordinary routine, and as to 
which question had properly been raised. As 
Miss Kelso was not a member of the church in 
question, was not the censor of the library, and 
did not desire the prayers of the congregation 
or the animadversions of the pastor, she has 


brought a lawsuit against the clergyman for | 


malicious slander. He is reported to have said 
that he had been informed before the sermon 
that no blame was to be attached to Miss Kelso 
for the error in placing this book on the library 
shelves, but that he had resolved to pray for her 
just the same. This is certainly a curious epi- 
sode in library, legal, and theological history. 
After Miss Kelso has established her right not 
to be prayed for, perhaps she will lead a crusade 
against ‘‘kodakers” for the right not to be 
snapped off.” 


Communications. 
THE CHARGING SYSTEM OF THE LOS 
ANGELES P.L, 

Miss Cog’s comment onthetitle ‘‘ New charg- 
ing system of the Los Angeles Public Library” 
is well taken. The word ‘“‘new”’ was used to 
designate the system locally —i.¢., new to Los 
Angeles. 

The suggestion regarding colored cards for the 
classes was considered but was not adopted, 


children from adults in our library, and the 
division of two windows side by side on the 
Each 
borrower's card tells, in the simplest way, by 
date, at which window the book is to be pre- 
sented, and in the less busy hours one person 
can easily ‘‘ hold both windows.” 

The average return of books per day to our 
delivery-windows is 1080, and between 2 and 4 
p.m. it averages 300 books per hour. Fines are 
collected and cards returned to books at the 
delivery-window, the borrower's card being thus 
at once ready for use and the book for issue. 
But, in case of complication, the card and book 
can both wait until later for adjustment, with- 
out any confusiontothe system. This point has 
not been clear to several inquirers. 

Our satisfaction in the system, as we now use 
it, increases every day, Fines are no longer a 
bugbear of uncertainty, and in buying books the 
cards form an unanswerable argument for and 
against the purchase of certain books and certain 
classes—the against feature being of special 
value. In adding books to the shelves, we have 
a classified list of readers to notify at once per 
postal of some new book “ of interest to you.” 
This system permits the personal relation ele- 
ment to be retained in a large, busy library when 
all other means have failed. 

All this is doubtless an old story to many, but 
I wish to add our experience to its credit, and 
to say we have recommended it to several small 
libraries where its use is equally satisfactory. 

ADELAIDE R, HASssE. 
L. B. CARD-CATALOG SYSTEM AGAIN. 

In Mr. Parker's reply to my criticism on the 
card system (L. J. 19: 256), two points should be 
noticed. His apology for the defects of the 
service and his assurance that in the future (how 
near he does not say) the service will be better, 
are an admittance that my complaint is well- 
founded. 

His intimation that the books for which I 
have failed to receive cards in time are those 
published in or near Philadelphia is erroneous, 


| but, if it were not, I beg to inform Mr. Parker 


save to designate time limit z.¢., four and seven | 


day books, which facilitates collection of fines. 
We have class divisions in the drawer at the 
issue-desk, and the book-cards are thus sorted 
and charged without the slightest increase of 
work, 


(if he does not already know) that Philadelphia 
is only 12 hours from Boston. 

In support of my first complaint I make here- 
with a statement of some recent failures in re- 
ceipt of cards, premising that the system has been 
in operation nearly a year, and that all the books 
are from houses named in the Library Bureau's 
published list. 

On August 24 I bought 15 books for which 
cards came on the 28th, three for which cards 
came September 12, three for which no cards 
have come; on August 31 one book, cards came 
September 5, two books, no cards; on Septem- 
ber 7 two books, cards came September 12, one 
book, no cards. 

The main purpose of this system is to facili- 
tate the cataloging of books; and if the cards do 
not reach us within a few hours after the receipt 
of the books this main purpose is frustrated, for 
we cannot afford to keep new books away from 
the readers in the uncertain expectation of re- 
ceiving the cards. Joun EDMANDS. 
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NOTES ON GEOGRAPHICAL INDEXING. 


By J. Ben. NICHOLs. 


ALTHOUGH the general principles and ordi- 
nary methods of indexing apply in the indexing 
of maps and geographical subjects, some spe- 
cial features and difficulties are presented, which 
are worthy of consideration. 

Difficulty arises in some cases from the change 
of geographical names, especially when arising 
from changes in political divisions. Thus, what 
is now West Virginia was formerly a part of 
Virginia; and early maps of West Virginia 
would be found indexed under the name of the 
original state. Similarly, Texas would be found 
under both Mexico and the United States, ac- 
cording to the date; and an old map of Louisi- 
ana might include nearly half the present Uni- 
ted States. Such instances could be multiplied 
indefinitely; but sufficient have been adduced to 
show the principle involved. In dealing with 
such cases, as a rule, the map should be indexed 
under the name corresponding to its date or 
title, if that name was ever well established and 
in general use; and sufficient cross-references 
should be made to connect the various names 
in use at different times. Thus, maps of the 
original territory of Dakota should be indexed 
under ‘‘ Dakota,” making reference, for subse- 
quent maps, to the headings*' North Dakota” 
and ‘*South Dakota”; and maps of the latter 
states, after their division, should be indexed 
under their present names, with a reference to 
Dakota” for early maps. And an old mapof 
Louisiana, when that designation included what 
are now many states, should be indexed under 
the heading ‘‘ Louisiana,” with a distinct cross- 
reference, or full entry, under ‘‘ United States.” 

Simple changes of name are usually best 
managed by making all the entries under the 
current and last adopted designation, and cross- 
referring from former names to it. 

The early names given to geographical points 
in a new country just discovered or explored 
often change very much as time passes. If the 
early unsettled names have given way toa fixed 
designation, the locality should usually be in- 
dexed under the latter, with references from 
the old names. Trouble sometimes arises, how- 
ever, when the precise locality indicated by an 
early name cannot be identified or connected 
with a modern name. If there is ground for 
suspecting that the name given on the map to 
a locality may have become obsolete and been 


repiaced by another name, which, however, it 
is impossible to trace or learn, it is useful to in- 
dex under both the ancient name of the place 
and the name of the division (as Alaska) in 
which the locality is situated. Class entry of 
this kind will afford a crude means for the 
searcher to trace up old maps and names. 

As a common instance of this difficulty, the 
term ‘‘ Port” is frequently prefixed by discover- 
ers to points exp!ored and named by them, and 
for a time the place may be known by that 
designation, as ‘‘ Port A"; but after the locality 
is settled the prefix ‘* Port” is usually dropped 
and the place known simply as ‘‘ A.” After the 
name is fixed, of course the entries should be 
made under the adopted term, with reference 
from the other. In cases where the final form 
of names beginning with prefixes like port, 
fort, etc., is yet unsettled, entry should be made 
under one form, with cross-reference from the 
other to it. 

Maps of portions of rivers, coast lines, etc., 
between certain points (as of Mississippi River 
between St. Louis and Memphis) should be in- 
dexed only under the name of the river or 
coast, and not under the terminal points. The 
latter are mere accidents and have no signifi- 
cance for indexing purposes. 

Considerations of the relations and harmonies 
between class and specific entry frequently pre- 
sent nice questions in the indexing of maps and 
geographical subjects. Contrary to the practice 
in general indexing, the tendency in geographi- 
cal indexing is towards class entry. It is mani- 
festly impracticable to index every specific lo- 
cality shown on maps; and it is frequently ad- 
visable to index a map of a place under the 
general, natural, or civil division of which itis a 
part (class entry). A map of a state, for in- 
stance, can well be indexed under the name of 
the state as an index unit; a map of a consider- 
able part of a state will also be naturally in- 
dexed under its name. But under this principle 
a map of a county, which is a material part of a 
state, although it would naturally be indexed 
under the name of the county ought equally to 
go under the name of the state. All the maps 
of a whole and of considerable parts of a whole 
ought to be indexed under the name of the 
whole. Considerable saving of labor may, 
however, be effected by cross-reference from 
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the whole to definite parts; thus, instead of in- 
dexing all county maps under the name of the 
state, a general or particular reference might 
be made to the counties, where all the respec- 
tive maps would be fully indexed. 

Again, a map of a definite part (a county, for 
instance) might be on no larger scale than a 
map of the whole (as a state); in this case maps 
of the state and indexed under its name would 
show the locality as well as the county maps, 
indexed under the county name. Large scales, 
therefore, favor specific entry; while small scales 
tend to make class or general entry sufficient. 

The importance of class entry is greatly in- 
creased in the case of newly discovered or ex- 
plored divisions. Where so little is known of 


IOWA LIBRARY 


By G: W. WAKEFIELD, President Board of 


For more than 20 years the statutes of Iowa 
have provided for the establishment of free pub- 
lic libraries in cities and incorporated towns. 
The code of 1873 provides as follows : 

** Section 461: The establishment and main- 
tenance of a free public library is hereby de- 
clared to be a proper and legitimate object of 
municipal expenditure, and the council or trus- 
tees of any city or incorporated town may ap- 
propriate money for the formation and main- 
tenance of such library, open to the free use of 
all its inhabitants under proper regulations, and 
for the purchase of land, erection of buildings, 
or for the hiring of buildings or rooms suitable 
for that purpose, and for the compensation of 
the necessary employees; provided that the 
amount appropriated in any one year for the 
maintenance of such a library shall not exceed 
one mill upon the dollar upon the assessed valu- 
ation of such city or town. Any such city or in- 
corporated town may receive, hold, or dispose 
of any or all gifts, donations, devises, and be- 
quests that may be made to such city or incor- 
porated town for the purpose of establishing, 
increasing, or improving any such public library; 
and the city or town council thereof may apply 
the use, profits, proceeds, interests and rents 
accruing therefrom in such manner as will best 
promote the prosperity and utility of such 
library. Every city or incorporated town in 
which such a public library shall be maintained 
shall be entitled to receive a copy of the laws, 
journals, and all other works published by author- 
ity of the state after the establishment of such 
library, for the use of such library, and the 
secretary of state is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to furnish the same from year to year to 
such city or incorporated town. But no appro- 


priation of money can be made under this sec- 
tion unless the proposition is submitted to a vote 
of the people, and at the municipal election of 
such city or town, the question, ‘‘ Shall the city 


a region it is useful to have everything that is 
known relating to it, even to its small parts, in- 
dexed or arranged underits name. This will 
also serve to provide an available means of 
finding places whose names (being new and un- 
settled) are liable to change. 

Localities whose designations are vague and 
indefinite, which have no distinct names, or are 
little likely to be remembered, are best disposed 
of by indexing under the name of the general 
division in which they are situated. 

The circumstances of each case must deter- 
mine the lines to be drawn between class and 
specific entry in geographical indexing. The 
points mentioned illustrate the utility of judi- 
cious class entry and cross-reference. 


LEGISLATION. 
Trustees, Public Library, Sioux City, La. 


(or town council, as the case may be) accept the 
benefits of the provisions of this section ?” 


The Iowa Official Register for 1894 shows that 
of the many libraries in the state, only 19 have 
been established under this provision, the first 
being the Free Public Library of Independence. 

In 1880 the General Assembly made an effort 
to repeal this law in the interests of public econ- 
Through the prompt action of Senator 
was 


omy. 
Harmon, of Independence, the attempt 
defeated. 

The maximum tax of one mill for all library 
purposes was too small to allow our rapidly 
growing cities to erect suitable buildings from 
the income. Accordingly, in 1888, the following 
act was secured from the state legislature : 

‘* Chapter 18 of Laws of 22d G. A. Section 2 
That all cities of the first class organized as 
such since January 1, 1885, that have accepted 
the benefits of the provisions of section 461 of 
the code of Iowa, shall, in addition to the powers 
conferred by said section, have power to levy 
and collect a tax not to exceed three mills on the 
dollar of the assessed valuation of such city. to 


| pay the interest on any indebtedness heretofore 


contracted or that may tereafter be contracted 
or incurred for the purchase of real estate 
and the erection of a building or buildings 
thereon for a public library, or the hiring of 
rooms or buildings for such purposes or for the 
compensation of necessary employees as provided 
in section 461 of the code, and to create a sink- 


| ing fund for the extinguishment of such indebt- 


edness.” 

The foregoing act, by its date limitations, ex- 
cluded several of our older cities that sadly 
needed its benefits. 

Further, the members of the city and town 
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councils are not chosen on account of their liter- 
ary tastes or accomplishments, and experience 
has shown that too often, because of this and 
the multitude of other duties resting upon them, 
the libraries in their hands were not well kept or 
maintained. This result, together with the unjust 
exclusions allowed by the act of 1888, was 
brought to the attention of the State Library As- 
sociation by Mrs. Ada North, and the need of 
more efficient legislation strongly urged. 

The Association, at its meeting in 1892, ap- 
pointed a committee on legislation to prepare 
and present to the next state legislature such 
amendments to the law as should be deemed 
necessary to make the same more effective. This 
committee, of which Col. Gatch, of Des Moines, 
was chairman, was attentive to the duties im- 
posed, and laws were enacted in March, 1894, 
creating a board of library trustees and extend- 
ing the power of taxation for the erection of 
library buildings under the statute of 1888 to all 
cities of the first class. 

The appointment of trustees is removed, as far 
as seemed possible, from political influence; the 
terms are long, only one-third going out of office 
at a time; and the method of selection is likely 
to secure persons interested in libraries and 
library work. The testimony thus far under the 
amendments shows that thisexpectation is being 
fulfilled. 

Following is the full text of the recent enact- 
ment, amending the laws of 1773 and 1888, the 
most important being that portion creating a 
board of library trustees. 

** Chapter 41 of the Laws of the 2sth G. A. 

** Section t, There shall be established and cre- 
ated in any city or incorporated town that has 
heretofore accepted, or may hereafter accept, 
the benefits of the provisions of section 461 of 
the Code of Iowa, a board of library trustees, 
consisting of nine members, to be appointed 
by the mayor, by and with the approval of the 
council. 

** Said trustees first appointed shall hold of- 
fice, viz.: one-third for two years, one-third for 
four years, and one-third for six years, from 
the first day of July following their appoint- 
ment; and at their first meeting shall cast lots 
for the respective terms, reporting the result of 
such lot to the council; and biennially there- 
after, before the first day of July, the mayor 
shall appoint, by and with the approval of the 
council, three trustees to succeed the trustees 
retiring on the following first day of July, and 
who shall hold office for six years from such 
first day of July. Trustees shall! hold until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

‘* Vacancies occurring in the board shall be 
filled by appointment by the mayor in like 
manner, such appointee to fill out the unex- 


pired term for which the appointment is made. 
Bona fide citizens and residents of the city or 
incorporated town (male or female), over the 
age of twenty-one years, are alone eligible to 
membership. 

**The removal of any trustee permanently from 
the city shall render his office as trustee vacant. 

“* Members of said board shall receive no com- 
pensation for their services. 

‘** Section 2. Said board of library trustees 
shall have and exercise the following powers: 
To meet and organize by the election of one of 
their number as president of the board, and by 
the election of a secretary of such other officers 
as the board may deem necessary; to have 
charge, control, and supervision of the public 
library, its appurtenances and fixtures and rooms 
containing the same, directing and controlling 
all the affairs of such library; to employ a li- 
brarian and such assistants and employees as 
may be necessary for the proper management 
of said library, and fix their compensation, but 
prior to such employment the compensation of 
such librarian and assistants shal] be fixed for 
the term of employment by a’ majority of the 
members of said board voting in favor thereof; 
to remove such librarian, assistants, or em- 
ployees by a vote of two-thirds of such board for 
misdemeanor, incompetency, or inattention to 
the duties of such employment ; to select and 
make purchase of books, pamphlets, magazines, 
periodicals, papers, maps, journals, furniture, 
fixtures, stationery, and supplies for such li- 
brary; to make and adopt, amend, modify, or 
repeal by-laws, rules, and regulations not in- 
consistent with law for the care, use, govern- 
ment, and management of such library and the 
business of said board, fixing and enforcing 
penalties for the violation thereof; to have ex- 
clusive control of the expenditures of all taxes 
levied under section 461 of the Code of lowa, 
and collected for and all moneys belonging to 
the library fund; also to perform and exercise 
such other duties and powers as may be con- 
ferred by this act or by law. Said board shall 
keep a record of its proceedings. 

** Section 3. All moneys received or set apart 
for the maintenance of such library shall be de- 
posited in the treasury to the credit of the library 
fund, and shall be kept by the treasurer, sep- 
arate and apart from other moneys of such city 
or incorporated town, and paid out upon the 
orders of the board of library trustees, signed by 
its president and secretary, and countersigned 
by the mayor, 

‘* Section 4. The board of library trustees 
shall, before the first day of August in each 
year, determine and fix the amount or rate to 
be appropriated for one year under section 461 
of the code of Iowa for the maintenance of such 
library, and cause the same so fixed to be 
certified to the council, and the council shall 
make such appropriation and levy the necessary 
tax to the rate not exceeding one mill on the 
dollar of such tax to the county auditor, with 
other taxes levied by the city or incorporated 
town for said year under section 495 of the 
code of Iowa, provided that in cities of the first 
class the city council may and shall levy and 
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certify such further sum of tax as it may deem 
expedient to create a sinking fund and pay in- 
terest under the provisions of chapter 15, acts 
of the 22d General Assembly, and acts amenda- 
tory thereof. 

** Section 5. The board of library trustees 
shall also each year make to the council a re- 
port for the year ending June 30, containing a 
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statement of the condition of the library, the 
number of books added thereto, the number of 
books circulated, the number of books not re- 
turned or lost, the amount of fines collected, 
the amount of money expended in the mainte- 
nance of the library during such year, together 
with such further information as the board may 
deem important.” 


MATTERS BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. 


By Georce Watson Coe, Librarian Jersey City Public Library. 


Two articles on the subject of general bibli- 
ographies have recently come to my attention, 
which I think will prove of interest to the read- 
ers of the LIBRARY JOURNAL, 

The first and more recent of the two appeared 
inthe Aevue Bleue for August 4, and calls at- 
tention to a project of M. Vander Haeghen for 
a general catalog or bibliography of works in 
the French language. This scheme is the result 
of his extended experience in compiling the 
Bibliotheca Belgica and other noted bibliograph- 
ical works, and presents features which may 
well be copied in the production of bibliograph- 
ical works requiring extensive co-operation. 

By reference to the article, a translation of 
which is herewith supplied, it will be seen that 
M. Vander Haeghen proposes an international 
commission which shall be empowered to carry 
out the work. He suggests that subject-matter 
for it be secured by first collating all accessible 
bibliographical works and printed catalogs. 
Tentative slips, each containing a single entry, 
are then to be printed and sent to such libraries 
as may be selected to aid in carrying out the 
enterprise. Each librarian looks up the work, 
if it is in his library, and compares it with the 
slip, making such additions, corrections, and 
notes as he thinks fit, and then returns it to the 
commission. After all the slips are returned, 
the commission compares them and decides 
upon the final form that the entry shall take. 
It is then reprinted and a copy sent to each 
library owning a copy of the work. After all 
the bibliographies and catalogs have been col- 
lated for entries, the librarians are expected to 
send to the commission the titles of all works 
for which they have not already received slips, 
thus covering the whole field. 

The principal advantage of this scheme, aside 
from its thoroughness, it seems to me, lies in the 
fact that each title is to be printed on a separate 
slip or card, which permits of its being inserted 
in its proper alphabetical order, when received 
by each library, no matter how long after the 


| beginning of the work it may have been printed, 
| thus avoiding all secondary alphabets and sup- 

plements, 
| not but prove of interest to all who are inter- 
| ested in the progress of bibliography. 

The second article is a paper, by Henry B. 
Wheatley, read before the Bibliographical Soci- 
| ety of London, Dec. 19, 1892, and entitled ‘‘ The 
| present condition of English bibliography, and 

suggestions for the future.” The paper is of 
| considerable length, but only that part dealing 
with the latter half of the title need engage our 
attention. 

Mr. Wheatley proposes that the Bibliographi- 
cal Society shall undertake the compilation of 
a ‘ Bibliography of English literature.” He 
favors the system used by Watt and Allibone 
rather than that of Lowndes, and would make of 
it a bibliography of authors. He gives, with 
considerable minuteness, his ideaas to what it 
should contain and the order in which it should 
be arranged. 

This is a scheme in which we necessarily take 
more interest than in that already described, 
because of the American side which it presents. 
Mr. Wheatley well says that no bibliography 
of English literature would be complete unless 
it contained the names of America’s greatest 
authors. Since the international copyright laws 
have gone into effect, and books are published 
simultaneously in this country and England, it 
will be harder than ever, as time goes by, to 
draw strict lines between English and American 
literature, especially for bibliographical pur- 
poses. 

Whatever Mr. Wheatley has to say upon any 
bibliographical subject always commands at- 
tention and respect, even if we cannot always 
agree with hisconclusions, It is surely gratify- 
ing to learn that there isa general awakening 
of interest in the subject, not only here but 
abroad, and it is to be hoped that this interest 
will result in the production of some exemplary 
works inthis line. 


A careful perusal of the article can- 
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A PROJECT FOR A GENERAL CATALOG 
OF FRENCH LIBRARIES.* 


Tue riches contained in our public libraries 
are inestimable treasures to special students, 
but are too often rendered useless to them, Not 
that they are not everywhere placed at their 
disposal, but because they do not know of their 
existence, and find it generally impossible to 
discover them. 

To know what a library contains it is neces- 
sary to consult its catalogs, or, in default of 
them, to search the shelves —a task which it is 
sometimes impossible to undertake, and which in 
all cases requires considerable time. It must be 
admitted, however, that the student learns to 
know, more or less easily, what ail the libraries 
of the city in which he lives contain upon the 
subject which most vitally interests him; but 
this is by no means sufficient. The rarest books 
are scattered everywhere, and however rich 
any public library may be in them, it will 
always be necessary to have recourse to others, 
to find and examine a rare document, an original 
text, a pamphlet printed in a limited edition, or 
a copy of a work almost completely destroyed 
before its publication. How is one to know in 
what direction to conduct his search? Some- 
times a special bibliography may place him 
upon the track of it, by information concerning 
a copy and the name of the library which pos- 
sesses it; but this will be the exception. No 
other means then presents itself but that of re- 
peated researches in library after library until 
the desired book is met with. 

It is useless to insist upon the possibility of 
the isolated student carrying to a successful ter- 
mination such an enterprise. It is not a practi- 
cable thing to consult all the catalogs; for it is 
only at the Bibliothéque Nationale that one is 
able to find nearly acomplete collection of those 
that have been printed, as well as copies of some 
which yet remain in manuscript. For the larger 
number of libraries it will be necessary to go 
from city to city and often to supplement the in- 
sufficient information contained in their catalogs 
by researches among the shelves. Yet how much 
time and expense does this involve, sometimes 
with absolute loss, and always with acertainty of 
a task incompletely performed. Let one rum- 
mage every public library but one, and it is per- 
haps in that one that the volume in which he has 
the greatest interest lies hidden. 

Does any one know how many cities, in France 
alone, have public libraries? To give an idea, 
here is a list of those whose names begin with 
the letter A, in which we know there is at least 
one: Abbeville, Agen, Aire-sur-la-Lys, Aix-en- 
Provence, Aix-les-Bains, Ajaccio, Alais, Albi, 
Alger, Amiens, Angers, Angouléme, Annecy, 
Annonay, Apt, Arbois, Arcis-sur-Aube, Argen- 
tan, Arles, Armentiéres, Arnay-le-Duc, Arras, 
Aubenas, Auch, Aurillac, Autun, Auxerre, Aux- 
onne, Avallon, Avesnes, Avignon, Avranches ; 
and these are only the municipal libraries. It 
is necessary to add to these college libraries, 


* A translation of an article in the Blewe for 


R.’ 


Aug. 4, 1894, over the initials “ P. 


professional libraries, ecclesiastical libraries, and 
the libraries of the different congregations, 
seminaries, learned societies, etc. No reason 
presents itself for throwing out in advance such 
and such a one as possessing nothing upon a 
given subject; they ali have volumes derived 
from different funds, of whose composition no 
one is able to judge in advance. The old mo- 
nastic libraries were scattered everywhere, and 
the gifts and legacies of private individuals 
causes works on all subjects to be unexpectedly 
added to every public library, even where one 
could not naturally expect to find them. 

[he great effort which has been made since 
1825 or 1830 to catalog our public libraries has 
certainly not been entirely lost ; but it is, never- 
theless, far from satisfactory. The local cata- 
logs are of inestimable utility to the readers 
frequenting each library, but there ought to be 
an effort put forth to combine them ail into an 
immense general alphabetical index or catalog. 

Such a general catalog has been for a very 
long time the desideratum of bibliophiles and 
specialists ; very few of them, however, have 
considered it otherwise thanas a work incapable 
of being realized, both by reason of the expense 
that it would involve and the impossibility of 
conducting to its completion a gigantic enterprise 
necessitating a thorough understanding and ab- 
solute unity of action on the part of the govern- 
ments of all enlightened countries. And what 
proportion is this catalog likely to assume if it 
should be brought out in printed form? How 
many folio volumes would fall into line before 
even the first division could be finished? The 
catalog of the Bibliothéque Nationale, some 
parts of which have already been printed, con- 
tains, for the history of France alone, 11 vol- 
umes in large quarto, of about 800 double- 
column pageseach. One is able to judge by its 
extent what would be that of the general catalog, 
especially if we add, at the end of each entry, an 
indication of all the libraries that possess the 
volume mentioned. And with how many supple- 
ments will it not be necessary to increase it each 
year, in order to keep up with the current of all 
that is daily being printed inevery tongue? So 
that, in some small libraries, the single copy of 
this catalog would end in becoming of more im- 
portance than their other books, and the expense 
of binding it would absorb each year a consider- 
able portion of their revenues. 

The general catalog, thus conceived, will be- 
sides replace the local catalogs, a great majority 
of libraries having only to indicate the volumes 
that they own. 

These seemingly insurmountable obstacles, 
and the expense of printing, which would be 
considerable, if every library should take a copy, 
will hinder the carrying out of the project in its 
entirety. 

However, this general catalog is perhaps upon 
the point of being undertaken under conditions 
which will render its execution possible. M. 
Vander ;Haeghen, the learned comservateur-en- 
chef of the library of the University of Gand, has 
conceived a project which he has communicated 
to the Royal Academy of Sciences, Letters, and 
Fine Arts of Bei, ium, of which he is a member, 
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The Belgium government, immediately nee | 


its presentation, named a special commission 
charged with making an examination into its 
details, before submitting it to an international 
congress. 

The plan is as follows: an international com- 
mission, sitting in a neutral country, will be 
authorized to print for each known volume a 
little slip (not unlike our card-catalog slips), con- 
taining the title of the work, the name of the 


author, editor, printer, date, and place of pub- | 


lication, and, in case of need, some bibliograph- 


ical notes. They will proceed at first to collate | 


the principal bibliographical works and printed 
catalogs, where information concerning each 
volume can be found. A proof of each slip will 
then be sent to all the public libraries, the libra- 
rians having only to search and see if their libra- 
ries contain copies of the work mentioned and 
to return the proofs with their corrections and 
observations. The proofs having all been re- 


obvious; small libraries, which the general cata- 
log would embarrass, will find themselves pos- 
sessing a local catalog, well made, and which 
will cost them almost nothing except the return 
postage upon the proofs, Dare we suggest that 
the governments engaged in this enterprise 
should permit them to be sent postage tree? 
Some large libraries alone will possess the gen- 
eral catalog. Students will never be put to 
much inconvenience to consult it, and willalways 
be sure of not throwing away their labors. 
There will be no supplement, each new slip being 
always ready to take its true place in the arrange- 
ment, whatever the date of the issue. Finally, 
the expense will not be so large asto be aserious 
obstacle to the enterprise. 

The international commission once remuner- 


| ated, there will remain the expense of postage to 


turned, the commission will make such modifica- | 


tions, indicated by its correspondents, as it shall 
judge desirable before proceeding to the final 
printing. They will then print as many copies 
as may be necessary to send to all the public 
libraries, which, possessing the works so cata- 
loged, will form of these slips their local cata- 
logs, and, further, a copy for each of the large 
libraries in which, besides the local catalog, it 
shall be decided to preserve a copy of the general 
catalog — that is to say, the whole of the printed 
slips. To these last will be added the names of 
the libraries owning the work. 

When the commission shall have exhausted all 
the means which are at their disposal to discover 
subject-matter for these slips, the librarians will 
describe those volumes in their libraries for 
which they have not received slips, and this 
will complete the catalog. 

The slips will have the great advantage of 
being capable of classification, as they are re- 
ceived in each library in accordance with the 
system which is there adopted. Classifications 
vary infinitely; they may be alphabetical, by the 
names of authors, chronological by date, place 
of printing, editor, printer, or by order of sub- 
jects; inthe order of subjectsa variety of systems 
may be adopted. Mr. J. Taylor Kay said, some 
months since, in the Nimetecnth Century, that 
he had under his eyes nearly 200 different sys- 


Manutius, in 1498, to those which are in fre- 


quent use to-day. The classification of Aldus | 


Manutius was very simple; it divided into five 
categories the 1§ works that he announced; the 
first true system was that of Conrad Gesner, 
published in 1548, and contains 21 divisions. The 
systems adopted to-day are more complicated; 
that of Brunet contains five main classes and 41 
divisions, that of the Bibliothéque Nationale 
contains five classes and 31 divisions each divi- 
sion of which contains numerous sub-divisions, 

In some libraries it wi!l be possible to keep up 


provide for (which may be reduced or entirely 
abolished, as we have indicated above) and the 
expense of printing. This last expense will be 
relatively limited ; there will be, it is true, a 
considerable number to print of each slip, but in 
proofs only; the final printing will be but little 
more. Let us suppose, for example, that a cer- 


| tain work is preserved in 10 French public li- 


braries and that 20 libraries are to be supplied 
with the general catalog, it will only be neces- 
sary for France to have 30 copies; if the com- 
mission represents 20 governments, and for each 
30 copies will be sufficient, we shall have an 
edition of 600 copies; the commission will be 
able in addition to preserve some extra copies 
for libraries which shall eventually enrich them- 
selves with the volumes already cataloged. 

The means for carrying on this work can be 
easily raised without the participating govern- 
ments being obliged to make each year any ap- 
preciable sacrifice; it will evidently be very much 
less than the amount annually expended in prep- 
aration of local catalogs. 

They will be able, also,to authorize the mem- 
bers of the commission to act as agents for the 
exchange of duplicates between libraries, and in 
this way create a bureau of international ex- 
changes. 

The labor thus contemplated will necessarily 
take many vears; and in order to be able to 
complete the series most quickly it will be neces- 
Sary to proceed by epochs. The commission 
will catalog at first only works of the rsth and 


tems, from that which was adopted by Aldus | 16th centuries, and pass on afterwards to those 


of the 17th, 18th, roth, and, perhaps, at last to 
those of the 20th century. 

Moreover, it was not without having hada 
long experience in this method of cataloging 
that M. Vander Haeghen has decided to present 
his project to the Belgium Academy, and the 
excellent results that he has obtained for a long 
time has caused the Belgium government to 
adopt his plan. M. Vander Haeghen, after hav- 
ing published learned works of bibliography, 
among which the AitéMographie Gantoise holds 


| the first rank, has undertaken to give, under the 


a double arrangement of the slips, one of which, | 


for example, will be classed by subjects and the 
other in alphabetical order. 
The advantages of the proposed system are 


| 


name of the Aitliotheca Belgica, a bibliography 
of all works written by the native authors of the 
Netherlands, and of all those who are related to 
those regions, or whose works have been printed 
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there. This colossal enterprise has now been 
in progress for about 15 years, and each year 
M. Vander Haeghen publishes a considerable 
number of little slips, each related to a different 
volume and supplementing the lists of all the 
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use to the compilers of the new bibliography, to 
save them from missing titles, but nothing can 
be taken from any of them without careful re- 
vision. 

Our president, Mr. Copinger, has referred you 


libraries of Holland and Belgium as well as | in his inaugural address to the work which was 


those of the principal libraries of other countries 
which own a copy of his work. He has thus 
himself, and on his own account, recognized all 
the advantages of the system that he proposes 
to-day to generalize. M. Vander Haeghen, it 
goes without saying, accompanies the title and 
description of each work with learned notes 
upon their contents and bibliographical notices of 
their authors; and it is to be hoped that the 
slips of the general catalog will be as complete 
as his own in this respect. 

Whatever be the fate reserved for the general 
catalog, we doubt not that it will find warm 
friends in great numbers; if all those who hope 
to profit by it wish, after having studied the 
scheme, to give him their moral support, every 
chance of its success will be increased. 


THE PRESENT CONDITION OF ENGLISH 
BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND SUGGESTIONS 
FOR THE FUTURE.* 


Henry B. Wheatley, F.S.A.,in address to the Biblio- 

graphical Society. 

. « THe point which I wish more particu- 
larly to emphasize is a recognition of the possi- 
bility of the Bibliographical Society accomplish- 
ing the task of producing the much-desired 
bibliography of English literature. It is quite 
unnecessary for me to dilate upon the need of 
such a book. Iam sure that all those I am ad- 
dressing are as impressed with its value and im- 
portance asI am. At the same time I cannot 
hide from myself the fact that the majority are 
sceptical as to the possibility of carrying out 
such a vast work with success. I shall there- 
fore ask you to follow me in the consideration 
of a plan by which the work could be produced, 
and also, I believe, completed. 

The first thing to consider is: What is want- 
ed? We have three general bibliographies, the 
first two devoted to English literature: Lown- 
des’ ‘*‘ Bibliographer’s manual,” a most useful 
and laborious work, but one compiled on a plan 
more acceptable to the bookbuyer than to the 
literary man; then there is Allibone’s “ Diction- 
ary,” with its recently completed supplement, a 
work of great labor and much interest, but open 
to the exactly opposite objection, that it is more 
literary than bibliographical. The third work, 
Watt's ‘‘ Bibliotheca Britannica,” was planned 
on so vast a scheme that it could scarcely escape 
being inaccurate. This deals with universal 
literature, but English literature is fully repre- 
sented in it. These three works will be of great 


* Portion of a paper read before the Bibliographical 
Society, London, Dec. 19, 1892. Extracted from the 
“Transactions of the Bibliographical Society, sessions 
1892 93."" 


undertaken by the Library Association, and I 
need not do more than generally allude to the 
same subject. At the conference of librarians 
(1877), the late Mr. Cornelius Walford read a 
paper on “A new catalog of English litera- 
ture,” and at the first annual meeting of the Li- 
brary Association in the following year, he read 
another paper, entitled ‘‘ Some practical points 
in the preparation of a general catalog of English 
literature.” A committee was appointed, and 
much discussion took place over the difficulties 
that might arise, and much difference of opinion 
was elicited, but no work was done. It was pro- 
posed to printa specimen letter, but, I believe, one 
great obstacle to the carrying out of this proposal 
was the difficulty in obtaining the American and 
colonial titles that were required. These papers 
of Mr. Walford and the reports of the committee 
will be of value tothe compilers of the work now 
underconsideration, but I venture to suggest that 
we should not discuss overmuch points that may 
arise before we set to work. We shall have to 
decide upon the main principles, but I submit that 
we shall do well to leave many details to be 
settled as the points arise. It is not wise to seek 
out difficulties, and my experience is that often 
much discussion takes place respecting difficul- 
ties that never arise, and those that do arise are 
often found to have been overlooked. 

The chief point to be settled is what English 
literature really is, Does it include master- 
pieces produced in other countries than England 
where the English language is spoken? The 
Library Association decided that their bibliog- 
raphy should include a// books printed in English 
either inthe United Kingdom or abroad. This, I 
think, is too widea rule. A bibliography of 
English literature, which did not contain the 
names of Longfellow and Lowell, Fenimore 
Cooper and Mrs. Stowe, would be but an in- 
complete work, but the works of authors whose 
fame has not penetrated to those islands, might, 
I think, be omitted to advantage. The difficulty 
might be got over by the inclusion of authors 
whose books have been thought worthy of re- 
production in England. In the case of these 
authors the editions published in their native 
land must be included as well as the reprints. 
One point in favor of this inclusion is that under 
present publishing conditions many books are 
issued as English which are really only repro- 
ductions of American ones. These would nat- 
urally come into the bibliography, and in order 
to make the record complete it would be neces- 
sary to include the original editions. 

This is a point which will have to be exhaus- 
tively discussed, and, therefore, I shall say no 
more than this — that if American titles are in- 
cluded in the bibliography, we shall have to in- 
voke American aid —and I am sure we shall not 
invoke it in vain. 


| 
| 
| 
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Another point for consideration is the inser- 
tion of translations of foreign works. These 
would come in under the translator’s name rath- 
er than under that of the original author, thus: 
Pope's Homer” will come under P. Dryden's 
os Virgil ”" under D, and Florio’s and Cotton's 
** Translations of Montaigne" under Florio and 
Cotton respectively, for it cannot be considered 


as satisfactory in a bibliography of English au- | 


thors to have entries devoted to Homer, Virgil, 
and Montaigne. We can, however, have an 
index of foreign authors, 

I hold very strongly that we should in the first 
place follow the system of Watt and Allibone 
rather than that of Lowndes, and make our bib- 
liography of English literature a bibliography 
of authors. When this is completed we can 
proceed to a second part, which will consist of 
an index of subj-cts, and in this index can be in- 
cluded the anonymous books as is the ‘case in 
the second division of Watt's ‘‘ Bibliothea.” | 
is not necessary now to enter into the question 
as to how this index should be prepared, and I 
shall confine my attention on the present occa- 
sion to the compilation of the bibliography of 
authors. 

The works of each author must be arranged 
upon one uniform plan, and this I submit 
should be as follows: 

(1) All collected editions of the author's works 
arranged chronologically, with abstracts of 
the contents of each. In some cases, such 
as Sir Walter Scott's works, the contents of 
all the editions might be arranged is the 
form of a table. I think that the uniferm 
adoption of the rule of giving the contents 
of worksin several volumes is of paramount 
importance. 

(2) All the separately published works should 
then be arranged chronologically, in the 
order of original publication, and the vari- 
ous editions arranged chronologically under 
each work. In the case of very voluminous 
authors it may be well to add short alpha- 
betical and classified tables referring to the 
separate books. The titles of scarce, rare, 
and al! illustrated books should be followed 
by collations, and the names of the libra- 
ries in which they are to be found should 
be added. All anonymous works known to 
be by a certain author should be brought 
under the name of that author, and arranged 
in the general chronological order. The 
fact that they are anonymous must, how- 
ever, be noted. In those cases where the 
point is doubtful, it should be noted that 
the book has been attributed to the author. 

(3) One feature I would add, which, as far as 
I know, has not been proposed before, and 
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(4) Where possible, a list of each author's 
contributions to periodicals should be given, 
but these should be kept distinct from the 
complete works. 

(5) Reference should be made to books and 
articles written in answer, or in reference 
to, the works of each author, 

(6) The notes included in the bibliography 
shou!d give full intormation respecting the 
literary history and bibliography of the 
books registered, with hints as to the best 
editions, and reasons why they are so, but 
literary criticisms and appreciations should 
not be admitted. The bibliography to be 
pro tuced should be a work so accurate, and 
so full, that the information required may, 
to a great extent, be obtained from it, with- 
out need of reference to the books them- 
selves. 

7) The date of birth and death of each au- 
thor should be given at the beginning of 
each entry, and references to biographies 
at the end, 

Such is a rough outline of my idea of what a 
bibliography of English literature should be, 
and now arises the truly important question, 
How can this work be practically carried out ? 
At the conference of librarians in 1877, I al- 
luded in the discussion on Mr. Walford’s paper 
on a general catalogue, and Mr. Ashton Cross’s 
on a universal index of subjects, to the adapta- 
bility of the system adopted by the Philological 
Society in collecting materials for the great 
English dictionary to the purposes of bibliog- 
raphy, and the more I have thought over this 
the more I am convinced that the adoption of 
that plan will make the compilation of our bibli- 
ography of English literature easy. 

If you choose out a certain number of compe- 
tent bibliographers who will undertake to sub- 
edit the various letters of the alphabet, I think 


| you will find that the great work may be got 


into working order within a quite reasonable 
period, and at a comparatively small expense. 
A couple of copies of the chief bibliographies 
of Watt, Lowndes, Darling, Hazlitt, and of the 
British Museum catalog of books printed before 
1640, must be cut up, and each sub-editor given 


| his portion for reference and consultation, 


Such catalogs as those of the British Museum, 
the Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh, and of the 
grand libraries of Mr. Huth, the Duke of Dev- 
onshire, etc., must also be supplied to the sub- 


| editors. As letters are of very unequal length, 


that is a notice of all manuscript works of | 


an author that are known to exist in any 


public collection. There are, in most col- | 


lections of manuscripts, books as complete, 
and as systematically arranged, as any 
printed book, some of which have never 


been printed, and without a notice of these | 


our bibliography of authors would be in- 
complete. 


sub-editors of the smaller letters would probably 
be willing to take more than ore letter. One 
sub-editor should be appointed to take charge 
of the anonymous books. He could distribute 
to his colleagues duplicates of titles of books 
whose authors are discovered, and his constant 
companion would be Halkett and Laing’s Dic- 
tionary of the anonymous and pseudonymous 
literature of Great Britain.” Another sub-editor 
should undertake the collection of information 
relating to manuscripts, and still another should 
be responsible for American and possibly Aus- 
tralian titles, although the latter would not be 
numerons 
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The sub-editors would, I think, naturally form 
the standing committee for this department, and 
they could consult as to the difficulties that will 
arise, and settle them among themselves, subject 
to revision by the council. 

All interested in furthering the work should 
be asked to send in titles of out-of-the-way 
works taken directly from the books themselves 
and on uniform slips supplied by the society. 
In spite of this assistance the sub-editors should, 
as far as possible, see the books so as to verify 
the descriptions. 

The sub-editors would soon be in a position 
to report their wants, and these wants could be 
advertised in the publications of the society. 
The materials ready to our bands are so numer- 
ous that I see no difficulty, if an efficient staff is 
got together, in having the work in tolerable 
condition within 1o years. One great advan- 
tage of appointing sub-editors is that you will 
have a number of gentlemen employed on the 
work who will influence a large circle and keep 
the interest in the work alive. Such a work 
as this must constantly be kept before the 
public, and interest in it must never be allowed 
to die. 

We now come to consider the question of 
publication. I do not believe that when the 
society is able to report that the ‘* Bibliography 
of English authors” is ready for the press there 
will be any difficulty in obtaining funds for its 
publication. This was the opinion of Mr. Cor- 
nelius Walford when he brought forward the 
subject, and I think it will be the opinion of any 
one who considers the whole question with care; 
but this work must be creditable, and a system 
of preliminary publication would be advisable. 
This would have the further advantage of re- 
viving ‘the interest of the members of the 
Bibliographical Society, which might otherwise 
have cooled. 

I propose that the council choose out a series 
of our great authors and print the bibliographies 
of these, each separately. The members might 
be asked to criticise these, and to supplv addi- 
tions, and by this means perfection will the 
nearer be approached. Moulds or stereotype 
plates could be prepared, which would be useful 
for the General Bibliography. Besides this, 
other systems of preliminary publication might 
be adopted, Why should we not have a bibli- 
ography of the poets; a bibliography of the 
novelists? These books would be popular, and 
might well be made to bring in an income to the 
society. The several articles, if stereotyped, 
could be used subsequently in the general bibli- 
ography. 

When the work is in a sufficiently forward 
state for a consideration of the means of publi- 
cation, a general editor will have to be ap- 
pointed, and probably by that time a proper per- 
son will have been produced by the law of nat- 
ural selection. 

I have sketched out a large scheme, and I 
have no doubt that some of my details will be 
disputed and some of my suggestions repudi- 
ated, but I am sanguine enough to feel sure that 
I have carried my audience with me in the gen- 
eral principle. 


THE ORRINGTON LUNT LIBRARY. 


ORRINGTON LuNT is the honored president cf 
the board of trustees of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, Ill. He was one of its found- 
ers, and he has been called the “‘ discoverer of 
Evanston.” He hasalways manifested a special 
interest in the library of the university. As far 
back as 1865 he gave lands tothe university as an 
endowment for a library; as this fund becomes 
productive, it promises to give the library a large 
and permanent growth, In July, 18901, Mr. Lunt 
gave $50,000 toward a library building to cost 
$100,000. Others added smaller gifts, chief 
among them being Mrs. R. M. Hatfield, who 
gave $5000 in memory of her husband ; and the 
university drew to some extent from its own 
funds to complete the amount required. 

The Orrington Lunt-Library bui!ding was for- 
mally opened Wednesday, September 26, 1894. 
In the afternoon at 4 o'clock dedicatory exercises 
were held inthe building itself, the assembly- 
room being nearly filled with invited guests. 
The invocation was offered by the Rev. Franklin 
W. Fisk, D.D., LL.D., president of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary. The opening address 
was delivered by Orrington Lunt himself. His 
words were most fitting, coming from one who 
has labored so long and so well for North- 
western. He said, in part: 

‘*The possession and use of a library have 
always appeared to me as among the fun- 
damental conditions of intellectual advancement, 
and over a quarter of a century ago I laid aside 
and gave to this institution certain property as 
a fund for the endowment of one. The building 
seemed then a long way off, and its realization 
I could hardly count upon seeing. It is a great 
happiness, therefore, to me to-day to look about 
upon this completed work, and to believe that 
here for many, many years to come, the best 
thoughts of men will be found, and all that those 
of us passing off the stage desire to say to the 
youth here gathered will be better said to them 
through the books whose wide influence for good 
can never be measured. 

‘*T am happy to believe that this library will 
effect its end in advancing your scholarship as 
an institution of learning, and in aiding you to 
defend your high principles. Study cannot in- 
flame passions ; it must calm them. There must 
be no irritant quality in the pursuit of knowl- 
edge, and whatever is attacked or defended by 
the written word, even though in a spirit of par- 
tisan bitterness, must be relegated, as time goes 
on, to its own place, and becomes in the end in- 
structive. What is personal, small, and intoler- 
ant soon dies, and only what is rational and 
noble, in the hard struggle for truth, eventually 
survives to wield its power unfettered and free. 

** And, I may now speak a few words to the 
young men and young women who are to gather 
here to gain moral and intellectual enthusiasm, 
that they may go forth fired with lofty human 
purpose and strengthened for noble endeavor. 
I would earnestly say to them: remember that 
wherever you are, your chief effectiveness in 
life will be due to the high ground you take; 
that your weight in advancing any cause will be 
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measured exactly, in the end, by your standard 
ofcharacter. If leadership ever falls to you, you 
will indeed need all the inspiration you can re- 
ceive here, and all the power and skill that 
arduous study can give. It is indispensable, if 
you would really serve your race, that you should 
be fired with inspiration and energized with 
moral strength. 

“ And now to the galaxy before me, to you 
who now constitute our hope and dependence — 
you living men of progress and lovers of learning 
— the president and professors of Northwestern 
—I offer my reiterated assurance of profound 
esteem and my cordial congratulations. Here 
is the library. It is yours, with its class-rooms, 
its lecture-rooms, its books, its magazines and 
newspapers ; yours, with its inspirations and 
supplies, given to this university by cheerful 
love in full confidence that it will be consecrated 
by patient industry and fruitful research, and 
that the gift will be multiplied by centuries of 
use ; that it will enlighten all who come into its 
studious and quiet atmosphere, and more firmly 
establish that which you are all aiming to teach 
and embody.” 

President Henry Wade Rogers responded to 
Mr. Lunt’s gracious words, expressing to him 
the deep sense of gratitude felt by all connected 
with the university, in view not only of this 
latest benefaction, but also for the kindly words 
and good deeds of many years in its behalf. He 
said that his generous action made it possible 
forthe university to enter on a new era in the 
history of its development. Mrs. Emily Hunt- 
ington Miller read an ode prepared by her for 
the occasion. President Charles Kendal! Adams, 
of the University of Wisconsin, made a brief 
impromptu address. President William R. 
Harper, of the University of Chicago; President 
_— M. Coulter, of Lake Forest University ; 

resident Finley. of Knox College; F. H. Hild, 
librarian of the Chicago Public Library, and his 
associates, W. B. Wickersham, and the Misses 
Young and Henneberry; and Miss K. L. Sharp 
and Miss May L. Bennett, of Armour Institute, 
were also present. Some words from Horace 
G. Lunt, son of the chief donor of the building, 
closed the exercises, after which the entire build- 
ing was thrown open for inspection. 

In the evening, at the hour for the address by 
Justin Winsor, LL.D., librarian of Harvard Uni- 
versity, the large First Methodist Episcopal 
Church was filled. The choir of St. James’ 
Church, Chicago, sang “‘ The Lord is great” 
and the “Hallelujah chorus.” Dr. Winsor's 
address was apt, and worthy of the scholarly li- 
brarian, and it is intended to publish it in full, 
and as revised, in an early number of the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL. 

The Orrington Lunt Library is situated in 
the university campus at Evanston. It faces 
Sheridan Road at an angle, and covers a space 
of 70 by 160 feet. It has been planned so that 


future additions may be made without sacrific- | 


ing exterior effect or interior efficiency. The 
outer walls are of buff Bedford limestone, the 
roof is red conosera tile. The building has 


been constructed on the slow-burning, or practi- | the book-room delights the bibliophile. 
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cally fire-proof system, sometimes called mill 
construction. 

The style of the building is an adaptation of 
the Italian Renaissance; its outlines are simple, 
there is little ornamentation, but the whole is 
harmonious and pleasing. The large semicir- 
cular porch is supported by Ionic columns; on 
the frieze, in raised lettering, is the inscription 
**Orrington Lunt Library.” On either side of 
the entrance are cloak-rooms, a broad oak stair- 
case leads to the second floor with its assembly- 
room seating 480 persons, its art-rooms and its 
seminary-rooms. The third story, extending 
only over the central portion of the building, 
contains class and seminary rooms. The base- 
ment, well-lighted and finished in every respect, 
contains toilet-rooms,a large document-room, 
work-rooms, and other rooms not yet assigned 
to special uses. 

The main story is the first, devoted entirely 
to library uses; in one wing is the reading-room, 
in the centre, and in the other wing is the book- 
room, the two being separated by the delivery- 
desk and card-catalog cases. The windows are 
large and well placed, so that all the light for 
reading comes from above. All the woodwork 
and furnishings of this floor are of polished red 
oak. Inthe reading-room are seats for 114 per- 
sons, the solid oak chairs and tables being hand- 
some in finish and convenient inform. Under 
the reading-room windows bookcases are placed; 
on these shelves are found current numbers of 
periodicals, sets of the reviews most frequently 
consulted, books reserved by officers of instruc- 
tion, and reference-books. Card-catalog cases, 
made by the Library Bureau, stand at each end 
of the delivery-desk, each case containing 40 
drawers. Each drawer has the patent slide, 
which supports it when drawn out, and prevents 
it from being taken out on the reader's side of 
the case; but the drawers pull both ways, and 
may be entirely withdrawn on the librarian’s 
side of the case. Thespace under these cases is 
utilized for locked cabinets for large illustrated 
works, etc. The delivery-desk is provided with 
convenient drawers. Oak bookcases, of such 
height that all books can be reached from the 
floor, are used in the book-room. A private 
stairway leads from the book-room to the base- 
ment. All the stories are connected with the 
book-room by a book-lift and speaking-tube. 
The convenience of this arrangement was put to 
a practical test in moving the library into the 
building. In a central extension of the building, 
as shown on the ground plan, are the librarian's 
room and the cataloging-room. They are of 
ample dimensions, and are suitably furnished 
with desk, tables, cases, and a series of locked 
cabinets, with plate-glass doors. The entire 
first floor is covered with Scotch cork carpet. 

Two safety-vaults are provided. The heating 
is by steam from a detached station. The light- 
ing is by gas and electricity. The ventilating 
system extends throughout the building. 


The wall decoration was planned and the 


| special designs executed by Miss Ida J]. Burgess, 
| of Chicago. 


The frieze in the reading-room and 
There 
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are 32 panels in this frieze, the size varying ac- 
cording to the location. There is unity, but not 
uniformity; in each panel is a shield surrounded 
by a conventional design, and on the shield ap- 
pears some famous printer's work, in such colors 
as harmonize with the general color scheme. 
Here you may lookup any day and see Caxton’s 
mark, or that of Aldus Manutius, or of the 
Elzevir family, andso on. In the vestibule four 
panels symbolize, in characteristically draped 
figures, four nations which have influenced mod- 
ern learning — Egypt, the Hebrews, Greece, and 
Rome. The assembly-room has a light con- 
ventional frieze. 

The architect was William A. Otis, of Chica- 
go. The building is believed. both in beauty of 
design and detail, and in adaptation to its pur- 
pose, todo honor to his professional taste and 
skill. 

The accompanying illustrations are from cuts 
inthe American Architect. 

In August the university library, containing 
nearly 30,000 volumes, and more than half that 
number of pamphlets, was moved from its old 
quarters in the third story of University Hall, 
perhaps two squares away, and placed in the 
new book-room, according to a prearranged plan, 
without confusion. The morning after the dedi- 
cation the library was opened for regular work. 

LoDILLA AMBROSE. 


THE LOS ANGELES LIBRARY LIBEL 
SUIT. 


Miss TrssA L. Kexso, librarian of the Los 
Angeles (Cal.) Public Library, has recently be- 
come a party to a law-suit that is of peculiar 
interest, both from library and legal standpoints. 
She has brought suit for libel against the Rev. 
J]. W. Campbell, pastor of the First M. E. 
Church of Los Angeles, whom she charges with 
slandering her character to a damaging extent 
of $5000, The facts of the matter, according 
to the San Francisco Chronicle, are briefly as 
follows: 

In 1892 the book committee of the Los An- 
geles Public Library purchased a number of 


| of the person prayed for. 
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moral woman), and make her a woman worthy 
of her office’ (thereby meaning that she was by 
reason of moral delinquencies unworthy of her 
office)." 

Miss Kelso goes on to state that it is the prac- 
tice in the Methodist Church when any of its 
members have been found guilty of immoral 
conduct for the pastor of the church in question 
to publicly pray in his church for such back- 
sliding person, and whenever any person is so 
prayed for the congregation of such church 
understands the same to be a charge made by 
such praying person against the moral character 
Miss Kelso states 
that she is not a member of Rev. Campbell’s 
church, nor is she in any manner affiliated with 
the Methodist Church; furthermore, that she is 


| not a French scholar and is not empowered to 


exercise any censorship as to what Freoch books 
shall be admitted into the library, and that the 
minister's prayer amounts to an impeachment 
of her moral character, which practically dis- 
qualifies her for her position. 

The suit has caused much comment, even out- 
side of local circles, for Miss Kelso is well 
known in the library world, and the Rev. Mr. 
Campbell is a well-known clergyman of a select 
congregation. He said that he was notified on 
Friday before the sermon was delivered that 
the facts in the case attached no blame to Miss 
Kelso, but that he resolved to deliver his prayer 
just the same. 


A LIST OF SWEDISH BOOKS FOR 
AMERICAN LIBRARIES. 


THE proposed catalog of modern Swedish 
books of value to American libraries, which was 


| announced by Mr. A. G. S. Josephson in the 


July issue of the LisxARY JOURNAL, is, accordirg 


| tothe New York Sus, definitely under way. The 


reason there given for the compilation of the list 


is that, ‘‘ because there are about 100,000 Swedes 


in New York and Brooklyn, because Chicago 
hasa greater Swedish population than any other 
city save Stockholm, and the joint cities of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis have nearly as mary,’ 


| it is important that libraries having a large 


French books, in the original, among them be- | 


ing ‘*‘ Le cadet,” bv Richepin. 


Two members | 


of the committee, who understood French, ex- | 


amined the books before placing them on the 
shelves, but the improper character of the book 
in question escaped their observation, and it was 
included with the others in the library. 


Swedish population provide their readers with 
modern Swedish books. At present there ere 
few libraries in which Scandiravian bocks can 
be obtained. ‘‘ The Astor hast ut afew hundred 


| Swedish books; the Lenex has only such as 
| bear upon the history of America, ard other 


On August 13 of the present year a local Los | 


Angeles daily called attention to the nature of 
the book and attacked the library trustees for 
allowing it in the library. 
Sunday, August 19, Miss Kelso charges in her 
complaint that Rev. J. W. Campbell referred to 
the matter in a sermon, and did ‘‘ publicly pray 
for this plaintiff in prayer, which plaintiff is in- 
formed was in language to the following effect : 
*O Lord, vouchsafe thy saving grace to the li- 
brarian of the Los Angeles City Library (there- 
by meaning this plaintiff), and cleanse her of all 
sin (thereby meaning she was a sinful and im- 


On the following | 


New York libraries are no better equipped. The 
Chicago Public Library has about 4000 Swedish 
books, and there are perhaps as many in the 
public library of Minneapolis, while some other 
western cities have small collections. Few or 
none of these books, however, include those pro- 
duced under the latest and most strenuous in- 
fluence in Swedish literature. The great bulk 
of them were published before 1860, and there 
have been two periods of Swedish literature 
since then. The latter and more striking period 
of modern Swedish literature dates from about 
1880, and of this new pericd the libraries of this 
country contain few or no bocks.” 
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The catalog which Mr. Josephson is compiling 
will cover the publications of this later period. 
It will comprise about 500 titles; rather less than 
75 authors will be represented, and few of the 
books have been printed more than 25 years. 
It includes works by nearly a score of novelists, 
most of them of the modern realistic school, 
but there will not be above 1oo titles in the 
department of fiction. Seven poets are in- 
cluded inthe list, and there are half a score of 
essayists and critics, a dozen historians, anda few 
writers of travels, and of works upon Sweden. 
These works as a whole will, it is thought, fairly 
represent French influence in the literature of 
Sweden. Few of the works have been translated 
into English, though some of them have been 
published in German and in French, 
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THE HASTON LIBRARY, NORTH BROOK- | 


FIELD, MASS. 


THE beautiful building given to the Free 
Public Library of Brookfield, Mass., by Mr. and 
Mrs. Erasmus Haston, of that town, was for- 
mally dedicated on the afternoon of Thursday, 
September 20. 


The exercises took place in the | 


town hall in the presence of a large audience, | 


including many prominent Worcester and Bos- 
ton citizens and officials from numerous towns. 
They began at 1:30 with prayer by Rev. A. J. 
Dyer and music by a large orchestra. Then 
Hon, Theodore C. Bates, chairman of the board 
of trustees, made the address of acceptance. He 
was followed by President G. Stanley Hall, of 
Clark University, the orator of the day, who 


delivered an ableand eloquent address. A speech | 


by Senator Hoar followed, and then Edward Pay- 
son Jackson, master of the Boston Latin School, 
read a poem, written by him for the occasion. 


Librarian Samuel S. Green, of the Worcester | 


Public Library, Rev. Thomas J. Conaty, D.D. 


and Burton W. Potter, president of the Worces- | 
ter Society of Antiquity, delivered shorter ad- | 
dresses, and brief speeches were made by Judge | 


P. Emory Aldrich, Hon. Frank P. Golding, 
Hon. Stephen Salisbury, Hon. Charles G. Reed, 
and Postmaster J. Evarts Greene, all of Wor- 
cester. 


The free public library and reading-room of | 


North Brookfield, now established in these new 
and beautiful quarters, was first opened to the 
public Nov. 26, 1879, in two rooms on the upper 
floor of a local office building, which was its 
home for 1§ years. During this time the library 
was supported by town appropriations, and 
maintained a healthy growth, containing at the 
present time about 5000 volumes and adecidedly 
full line of periodicals and newspapers. Ever 
since the library was opened it has been the de- 
sire of the townspeople to see it established in 
an appropriate building of its own, and when on 
September 24, 1892, Mr. and Mrs. Erasmus 
Haston offered the town $30,co0, with which to 
erect a library building, a vote of thanks were 
spread upon the records and $10,000 was promptly 
raised for the purchase of a site. Mr. 
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was born in Belchertown, Mass,, in 1812, and 
with his wife, who joins him in the gift, has been 
for 50 years a resident of North Brookfield, 
where he accumulated a comfortable fortune. 
They have no children. 

The plans for the building were drawn by 
Fuller & Delano, of Worcester, and work on the 
foundations was begun in 1893. The building 
is of Milford granite, with two stories, a base- 
ment 76x 32 feet, and a tall tower, command- 
ing a beautiful view. At the left of the en- 
trance is a large marble slab, on which is in- 
scribed: ** North Brookfield Free Public Library 
and Reading Room, presented to the town by Mr. 
and Mrs. Erasmus Haston, 1892.” Beyond the 
lobby and waiting-room the mosaic flcor extends 
the width of the building to the ladies’ waiting- 
room, which occupies an octagonal projection 
in the west wall of the building. To the right 
of the lobby is the reference-room, and next to 
it and occupying two stories of the building is 
the book-room, with a capacity of 15,000 v. To 
the left of the waiting-room and in the south end 
of the building is the general reading-room. All 
these rooms are finished in quartered oak with 
frescoed walls and ceilings. From the lobby an 
oak stairway leads to the second story, a large 
part of which is to be used asa museum. Over 
the ladies’ reading-room is the trustees’ room. 
The rooms in the second story are finished in hard 
pine with frescoed ceilings. A stairway leads to 
the tower, which is 60 feet from the ground. 
The building is lighted by a Springfield gas ma- 
chine, heated by steam throughout, and con- 
nected with the town water system, with toilet- 
rooms and lavatories on each floor. 

The present need of the library is a fund, the 
income of which shall be devoted tothe purchase 
of books, and it is stated that $25,000 will soon 
be given for that purpose by several well-known 
residents of the town. 


THE “ART DEPARTMENT” OF THE 
DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


‘*Tue Denver Public Library has a unique 
‘art department,’ established after some labor 
and a small outlay of money,” writes a corre- 
spondent to the New York Lvening Post. ‘Its 
collection of pictures now numbers thousands of 
mounted wood engravings, colored prints, de- 
signs of all kinds for painting, wood-carving, 
etc., mechanical drawings from trade journals; 
everything, in fact, of an artistic nature to be 
found in odd numbers of periodicals has been 
cut out, mounted on durable paper, and filed 
away in cabinets, This department of the li- 
brary's work is designed to interest school-chil- 
dren, and pictures are lent in stacks for use in 
the classes. This work would have been a task 
beyond the powers of the regular library staff, 
so outsive assistance was secured in a somewhat 
novel method. The library management from 
time to time has given what it calls ‘cutting’ 
or ‘pasting’ bees. Each of the half-dozen as- 
sistants invites a friend or two to come in on a 
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certain evening and wield the scissors and paste- 
brush for an hour ortwo. A very jovial party 
gathers under the electric lights in one end of 
the gallery in the book-room; pictures, paper, 
scissors, and paste are produced, and work be- 
gins, ending with refreshments.” 


SCIENCE IN FREE LIBRARIES. 

J. T. Carrington, in Science-Gossip, New Series, 

February, 1894. 

PRESUMABLY the first intention in establishing 
free libraries is to provide material for educa- 
tional purposes, and we are told that recreative 
reading is thrown in, as it were, for a bait to in- 
duce readers to take up more serious subjects as 
the process of education proceeds. We should 
therefore expect that such money as remains, 
after the supply of light literature is effected, 
would be expended upon the acquisition of the 
most modern literature which could be obtained. 
A recent tour through the metropolitan libra- 
ries, and those in some of the larger midland 
counties’ towns, has been surprising in its re- 
sults. Science is certainly fairly represented by 
regular stock books in most of them. These 
largely consist of such illustrated, or shall we 
say ‘‘picture,” books as Lowe's ‘‘ Beautiful 
leaved plants;” the Rev. F. O. Morris’ works; 
Sir William Jardine’s numerous volumes in his 
“ Naturalists’ library ;" Buffon’s works, and a 
long series of books chiefly out of date. In too 
many cases the income of the library goes in the 
purchase of fiction or general expenses, and the 
librarian depends upon donations for the science 
section of his catalog, and must accept whatever 
comes to hand. We can readily understand the 
result by remembering a cynical definition of 
Charity as ‘‘ the giving that which is no longera 
necessity.” 

It is only reasonable that having pointed out 
these defects I should be expected to suggest 
some list of, say the best hundred books on scien- 
tific subjects, or to invite opinions. I have no 
list to produce, neither am I going to ask forone. 
There is, however, a way of obtaining such a list, 
which would be of the utmost value to the li- 
braries, and the public consequently. No libra- 
rian, nor even his masters, the library committee, 
can be expected to know every best book. espe- 
cially in science, where such voluminous new and 
original works are being so rapidly produced. 

lf some authoritative body, such as the educa- 
tion department of the Imperial government, or 
failing that, the Library Association, were to in- 
vite the councils of various learned societies, 
like the Royal, Linnean, Zodlogical, Geological, 
Geographical, Botanical. Chemical, Anthropo- 
logical, and Meteorological, to draw up a list of 
works dealing with their especial subjects, we 
should then get at such a list of text-books and 
authorities as would be satisfactory. Then the 
money could be well spent as it became available. 
This list might be revised from time to time, as 
changes became necessary through the progress 
of research. Can this suggestion be taken up? 
It only requires the powerful aid of the press 
generally to alter this worse than useless expen- 
diture of money upon the dish of science served 
up in most of our free libraries. 


Library Association United tiingdom. 
SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING, BEL- 
FAST, SEPT. 4-7, 1894. 


THE seventeenth annual meeting of the Library 
Association of the United Kingdom was opened 
on the morning of Tuesday, September 4, in the 
library of the Queen’s College, Belfast, by the 
Lord Mayor of Belfast. The Marquis of Dufferin 
and Ava then took the chair, as president, and 
delivered the opening address, in which he dwelt 
upon libraries as the treasure-houses of the past 
and the arsenals of the future, and upon librarians 
as those who evoked order out of chaos, con- 
verted a mob into an army, and what would 
otherwise be an undistinguishable heap of rub- 
bish into well-ordered jewel-chambers of lucent 
and clear-cut gems. Every year, he said, Great 
Britain alone was overwhelmed by a recurring 
deluge of about 30,000 new books. What would 
become of suffocated humanity under this visi- 
tation if they did not reach out a helping hand? 
Not only so, but they took charge of the new- 
born product of the author’s brain from the mo- 
ment it first presented itself in the repulsive form 
of an illegible manuscript. They taught on 
what paper it should be couched, in what type it 
should be swaddled, in what binding clothed. 
They instructed as to the arrangement of its 
future domicile, how the book-shelves might be 
best arranged, ventilated, and kept dry ; how 
space could be economized, and the volumes 
which soared to the ceiling rendered as accessible 
as those onthe ground floor. But they had also 
solved that most difficult of problems, the con- 
struction of a good catalog —a catalog which, at 
a glance, enabled an inquirer, without taking a 
wrong turn, to wander through the devious and 
complicated labyrinth of whatever subject might 
be occupying hisattention. Nor did their inter- 
vention stop there. They had also concerned 
themselves —and this, perhaps, was the most 
useful of all achievements — with the distribution 
of books and the dissemination of their contents 
amongst the population at large, through the 
powerful stimulus they had applied to the estab- 
lishment of free and public libraries from one 
end of the country tothe other. As a collateral 
result, they had created a new and well-recog- 
nized profession — namely, that of the public 
librarian—a profession most honorable in its 
nature, most useful in its functions, which em- 
braced in its ranks gentlemen of the highest at- 
tainments, and which was especially distinguished 
by the promptitude and courtesy with which it 
assisted its clients along the multifarious lines 
of research they might be respectively follow- 
ing. 

Dr. Richard Garnett, of the British Museum, 
then delivered an address, alluding to the pleas- 
ant recollections he entertained of a previous 
meeting at Dublin, and expressing the satisfac- 
tion of the members at assembling this year at 
the metropolis of northern Ireland. Continuing, 
he said: ‘‘ I do not know that events in the 
library world call for especial remarks, except 
one legal question which has arisen, and which, 
I think, deserves the attention of the council of 
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the Association, This is the action brought by | 


Mrs. Victoria Woodhull Martin against the 
trustees of the British Museum. Mrs. Martin 
was libelled years ago in a very contemptible 
pamphlet. This pamphlet accidentally found its 
way to the British Museum, where, after repos- 
ing for 16 years, it was read by one of Mrs. 
Martin’s friends. Mrs. Martin forthwith brought 
an action, not against the friend, but against the 
Museum. The pamphlet had been withdrawn 
the moment its character was pointed out. The 
trustees expressed their regret; but because they 
would not give up the name of the vendor of 
the book and publish an apology in the news- 
papers Mrs. Martin would have the law against 
them. I mention this in no unkindness to our 
adversary, but to show the risk to which you 
may be exposed should you have to deal with a 
litigious, or let us say, a highly sensitive person. 
To show the difficulty you would have in pro- 
tecting yourselves, | may mention that Mrs. 
Martin’s friend had to read through 118 pages — 
I think that was the number — before he could 
find the libel; and, most important point of all, 
although this wretched pamphlet was the only 
publication brought prominently forward at the 
trial, Mrs. Martin's statement of complaint em- 
braced books of real historical importance, such 
as a library like the Museum was absolutely 
bound to have upon its shelves, but in which she 
was disrespectfully mentioned. Now it is im- 
possible to write contemporary history without 
makiog statements which must hurt or offend 
individuals, and it is impossible to say in what 
corner of almost any book something may not 
lurk which may not conceivably be actionable. 
Mrs. Martin’s case certainly did not afford much 
encouragement to similar proceedings. She lost 
her case, and { may add that the immunity of 
booksellers in similar cases seems to imply that 
of librarians, as was laid down most distinctly by 
Mr. Justice Wills in the remarkable action of 
Mrs. Weldon against certain booksellers for 
vending libels upon her. Still, we have all heard 
of the glorious uncertainty of the law, and one 
successful, or even unsuccessful, action of this 
kind would do great harm to free libraries by 
intimidating gentlemen of standing from acting 
on their committees. I therefore think it would 
be well if all libraries were once for ali protected 
by a short act exempting them from proceedings 
in similar cases, and especially enacting that 
books in which the matter complained of was 
casual, and not the very stuff and substance of the 
production, should never be liable to be with- 
drawn, neither should éomd fide controversial 
tracts in which feeling might be carried too far. 
Libellous attacks on private character should un- 
doubtedly be excluded, but even there the com- 
plainant should be required to institute proceed- 
ings against the author or publisher. pending 
the result of which the book should be with- 
drawn. Ifour council will draft a measure cal- 
culated to effect these objects, I may very safely 
promise it the support of our president and of 
every scholar and thinker who is sensible of the 
preciousness of the historical record, and of the 
mischief of allowing it to be tampered with to 
gratify the sensitiveness of individuals.” 


Dr. Garnett was followed by Mr. R. M. Young, 
who read ‘‘ An account of some of the notable 
books printed in Beliast,” and by Mr. G. H. 
Elliott, librarian of the Belfast Free Public Li- 


| brary, who presented an interesting paper on 


‘** Our readers, and what they read.” 

The second session began at 9:30 on Wednes- 
day morning, and was opened with a paper by 
William Gray, one of the organizers of the Bel- 
fast Public Library, on ‘‘Our public library: 


| its origin and object."’ This was followed by 


| 


‘* A few words on ex libris and marks of owner- 
ship in books,” by John Vinycomb; ‘* Matricu- 
lation books,” by Dr. Meissner, librarian of 
Queen's College; ‘‘ The bibliography of the 
future,” by Frank Campbell, of the British Mu- 
seum; ‘* Half-hour talks about books to library 
readers,” by J. Potter Briscoe, librarian of the 
Nottingham Public Libraries ; ‘‘ Some library 
developments to be looked for in the future,” 
by Joseph Gilburt, of the British Library ; and 
‘*A plea for private librarians,” by J. P. Ed- 
mond, librarian to the Earl of Crawford. Alter 
the conclusion of the morning session the mem- 
bers went to examine the admirable exhibition 
of library appliances which had been prepared 
by Mr. J. D, Brown and Mr. J. H. Quion, of the 
Clerkenwell and Chelsea public libraries. 

The third session was held on Wednesday 
evening, Mr. Peter Cowell, of the Liverpool 
Public Libraries, presiding, and was devoted to 
the official business and the election of officers 
and council for the ensuing year. 

The fourth and last session began at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursday. So many papers remained to be 
dealt with that it was decided to divide them 
into sections, and accordingly, while the general 
meeting in the library dealt with the Public Li- 
brary Bill and papers dealing with legislation 
and cognate subjects, the papers on bibliography 
and library history were read in the philosophy 
class-room, and those dealing with library man- 
agement and practical librarianship in the Eng- 
lish class-room. J. W. Southern, chairman of 
the Manchester Free Public Library Committee, 
presided in the library. The first paper read 
was ‘‘ Parish councils and the libraries acts,” 
by H. W. Fovargue, honorary solicitor to the 
association, in which Mr. Fovargue pointed out 
the important changes that might ensue as a 
result of the parish councils act, by which power 
has been given to the new councils to take over 
from existing commissioners public libraries 
which have been established under the acts. 
This was followed by a discussion on a draft 
bill which it is proposed to promote in the next 
session of Parliament with a view to amending 
the existing acts. Several amendments were pro- 
posed by Mr. MacAlister and adopted. One 
amendment was intended to protect public li- 
braries from such actions for libel as that re- 
cently raised by Mrs. Woodhuli Martin, and 
another, to render compulsory some of the exist- 
ing provisions of the libraries acts. 

Some of the other papers read were ‘On 
the promotion of public libraries in Ireland,” 
by H. Dixon, Jr., secretary of the Young Ire- 
land League; ‘‘On the library movement in 
London,” by Charles Welch, of the Guildhall 
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Library ; ‘‘ On the relationship between public 
library committees and other educational bodies,” 
by J. J. Ogle, of Bootle Free Library; and ‘‘ On 
the constitution of colonial public libraries,” by 
J. R. Boosé, librarian of the Royal Colonial 
Institute, 

In the library management section, presided 
over by Mr. Cowell, papers were read by Dr. 
Richard Garnett and Mr. H. M. Mayhew, of the 
British Museum, ‘* On the extension of space 
in libraries” and ‘‘ On the pivot presses at the 
British Museum.” This was followed bya very 
lively discussion upon the Clerkenwell ‘‘ open 
library” system, in which the members took 
sides warmly. Miss Petherbridge read a paper 
*“*On the American Library School,” and Miss 
M. S. R. James one ‘“‘On the Boston home 
libraries.” 

In the bibliography and history section, over 
which Henry R. Tedder, secretary and librarian 
of the Athenwum Club, presided, W: H. K. 
Wright, of Plymouth Free Library, described 
** Recent developments of the library movement 
in the west of England, and their causes.” James 
Bain, chief librarian of the Toronto Public Li- 
brary, in a paper on the libraries of Canada, 
gave a comprehensive and minute description 
of all the libraries in the Dominion, and the 
chairman of the section, H. R. Tedder, read ‘A 
suggestion to founders of libraries,” proposing 
that those about to endow libraries should turn 
their attention to specializing their gifts to the 
public. This was followed by an interesting 
historical paper ‘‘On the publishers and book- 
sellers of old London Bridge,” by E. M. Borrajo, 
of the Guildhall Library, and two papers of 
purely bibliographical interest, viz., ‘‘ The publi- 
cations of the Spenser Society,” by W. E. A. 
Axon, and ‘‘Ola mss, and the Government 
Oriental library at Ceylon,” by Gerard A. 
Joseph, librarian of the Government Museum, 
Colombo, which concluded the proceedings of 
this section, 

At the close of the papers and discussions, the 
sections reassembled in the library of the college, 
where the business of the Association was con- 
cluded, after cordial votes of thanks were passed 
to the lord mayor, the local committee, the 
president and council of the college, and the 
local secretaries, Messrs. Meissner, Elliott, and 
Smith, to whom so much of the success of the 
meeting was due. In the afternoon visits were 
paid to places of interest in the town and neigh- 
borhood, and in the evening the annual dinner 
of the Association, at which upwards of 150 
guests sat down, took place. The dinner was 
presided over by Dr. Garnett. 

The following day, Friday, was devoted to 
pleasure, and a party of upwards of 200 went by 
special train to Portrush and the Giant’s Cause- 
way, where they were met by Mr. W. A. Trail 
and Mr. R. M. Young, who conducted the mem- 
bers (divided into two parties) and explained the 
features of the place. A visit was also paid to 
Dunluce Castle. The arrangements for the ex- 
cursions were admirable and the weather perfect, 
and thus was brought to a conclusion a most 
delightful, and at the same time practical and 
useful meeting. 


American Library Association. 


LAKE PLACID CONFERENCE. 


THE meeting of the A. L. A. at Lake Placid 
will be remembered as one of the best ever held. 
The attendance was slightly below that at either 
Fabyan’s or Lakewood, 205 names being regis- 
tered, but there were perhaps fewer mere excur- 
sionists. A little more than one-half were women. 
Eighteen states and Canada were represented, 
and one name was registered ‘‘ London, Eng.” 
The place proved to be a w'se selection, and the 
two hotels, Grand View and Mirror Lake, vied 
with each other in making their guests comfort- 
able and more. The sessions were divided be- 
tween the two hotels, ample and convenient 
rooms being provided in each. The New York 
and Boston parties arriving together late Satur- 
day night, September 15th, found the westerners 
awaiting them, and after a quiet (rainy) Sunday 
the sessions commenced Monday morning witha 
full attendance. 

Mr. J. N. Larned, of the Buffalo Library, pre- 
sided ably and acceptably. His opening ad- 
dress was a masterly presentation of the idea 
that the public library is exactly adapted to meet 
the demands of this age in which it has been de- 
veloped, and of thefuture. With the spread of 
intelligence, and in the social and political unrest 
of the times, there arise grave dangers from the 
easy and rapid dissemination of new doctrines 
and theories, which dangers cannot be averted 
by the education given to a few in our colleges, 
or to the many in our public schools. Nor isthe 
newspaper press well calculated to meet the 
emergency. Being conducted as a money-mak- 
ing business, it is necessarily mercenary in spirit, 
and in the struggle for existence finds its interest 
in the cultivation of a demand for whatit can most 
easily supply —the sensational in matter and 
manner. On the other hand, the public library, 
free from all considerations of gain and profit, 
independent of all politics, offers to every man, 
woman, and child, the accumulated wisdom of the 
past and the best thought of the present in all 
departments of knowledge, showing the folly 
and danger of hasty social and political innova- 
tion, and keeping the public mind steady and 
true in the midst of captivating but dangerous 
novelties in doctrine and practice. 

No mere sketch can do justice to the address, 
which must be read in full to be appreciated. 

The secretary's report was a careful account of 
progress in library work during the year. 
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The treasurer made an excellent showing of 
over $1000 collected in members’ dues, etc., and 
a good balance in the treasury. 

The report of the co-operation committee was 
occupied with an account of aneffort being made 
to secure greater uniformity in the statistics of 
public libraries, 

The committee on the library school and train- 
ing classes reported an increased attendance and 
continued interest in all these efforts to train li- 
brarians. Besides the parent school at Albany, 
classes are regularly held at the Pratt Institute, 
Brooklyn; Drexel Institute, Philadelphia ; Ar- 
mour Institute, Chicago; and Public Library, Los 
Angeles, while a brief course is given at the Am- 
herst (Mass.) Summer School, and a regular 
course is just commenced at the State College, 
Orono, Me. 

The A. L. A. World's Fair Committee made 
a final report showing the completion of its work 
with accounts balanced and closed. Mr. W: 


Beer, librarian of the Howard Memorial Library, | 


New Orleans, made a brief report on the libra- 
ries of the south, showing that in some of the 


southern states, particularly ia Texas, a genuine 


interest in libraries is growing up. 


excursions in the neighborhood, In the evening | 


a session was held, at which Mr. C. W. Birtwell, 
of the Boston Children’s Aid Society, reported 
on the work done by his society in the placing of 
small ‘‘ hom: libraries” in the dwellings of the 
poor, Sixty-nine are now in use, under the 
direction of a paid assistant, and the result has 
been most satisfactory. It is hoped that the city 
library may assume this work as a part of its 
own functions. Miss M. S. Cutler made an en- 
couraging report on similar work in Albany and 
Troy. 

Mr. Melvil Dewey then made a full report on 
progress in library legislation, the most note- 
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present shape, the committee urged that every 
possible effort be made to secure its passage 
as the best legislation attainable at present, and 
submitted a set of resolutions to be addressed 
to Congress with that end in view, but express- 
ing a desire for the retention of the provisions 
(threatened by Senate amendments) for the dis- 
tribution of important documents to §00 libra- 
ries, besides the ‘* designated depositories,” 
and the sending of the Journals of Congress to 
the libraries, and of al! Bills to such as desire 
them. 

Rev. J. G. Ames, superintendent of docu- 
ments in the Interior Department, made an in- 
teresting statement of the matter from his 
point of view, sustaining fully the committee's 
report. Mr. Ames urged the sending of an 
A. L. A. committee to Washington at the open- 
ing of Congress to work for the passage of the 
bill. [At a later session the executive board 
were directed to appoint such a committee. 

He also exhibited sample pages of an index 
prepared by him, and soon to be published, to 
the documents of the sist— 53d Congresses, a 
great improvement in form and execution over 
the great index prepared by Ben Perley Poore. 

The remainder of the session was occupied 
with a discussion of methods of selecting books 
for purchase, brief papers being read by Miss 
E. M. Coe, Miss C. M. Hewins, W. E. Foster, 
D. V. R. Johnston, W. H. Brett, H. M. Utley, 
F. M. Crunden, and J. K. Hosmer, These pa- 


, s showed t eneral ad ion of thorough- 
Monday afternoon, being fine, was devoted to | pare The 


going methods, including carefully prepared 
order-slips, the examination of critical journals 
and reviews, and submission of books sent ‘* on 
approval” to a competent committee. 

The afternoon of Tuesday, like that of Mon- 
day, was given up to excursions, a large party 


| visiting John Brown’s grave. The evening ses- 


worthy feature in which is the establishment | 


by many states of library commissions or com- 
mittees to encourage and assist towns in estab- 
lishing libraries. In other respects recent legis- 
lation throughout the country favors more and 
more the public library movement. 

Mr. W: H. Brett made a report on foreign 
public documents, showing the difficulty with 
which they can be secured for libraries here. 
Considerable discussion was had on the sub- 
ject, from which it appeared that few American 
libraries try or care to keep sets of such docu- 
ments. In most cases they must be bought, few 
being given away. 

On Tuesday morning (the 18th) the first busi- 
ness was the report of the eommittee on public 
documents, presented by Mr. Johnstonof Albany, 
in the absence of Mr. Bowker, the chairman, 
Citing the progress of the bill now before Con- 
gress (in conference committee during the p.es- 
ent recess), and recognizing its defects in its 


sion opened with an account, by Rev. W. R. 
Eastman, of the system of ‘‘ travelling libraries 
of the state of New York” under his direction, 
Of these libraries 114 have now been sent out, 
and are being transferred from one place to an- 
other, as required. Each consists of from 30 
to 50 of the best books in some department, as 
history, political economy, science, etc., or of a 
more general character. Everywhere they are 
gladly received, well cared for, and much read, 
and in several towns already they have led to 
the formation of permanent local libraries. 

This session was made one of the most note- 
worthy in the history of the A. L. A. by the 
brilliant and effective papers presented in suc- 
cession by four women, Miss L. E. Stearns, on 
reading for the young, gave a glowing account 
of the Milwaukee Public Library's work for 
young people, which is under her direction, the 
system of distributing books through the schools 
and directing their use being perhaps the most 
complete in the country, extending even to the 
giving of instruction in the city normal school 
on the use of library books, thus securing some 
acquaintance with the work on the part of 
teachers from their first entrance to the schools. 
Then followed the question of the admission of 
‘*common novels” to the public library, opened 
by Miss Garland, of Dover, N. H., who made a 
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plea forthe ‘‘common”’ reader, fond of E. P. 
Roe and other moral and harmless authors, as 
against those who, in their zeal tor good litera- 
ture, would furnish nothing palatable to the un- 
trained taste of alarge part of their patrons. 

Miss E. M. Coe, of New York, followed with 

a fine statement of the need of doing all that 
can be done to cultivate and elevate the taste of 
the public, rather than that the library should 
furnish reading merely as recreation and work 
down to the level of its unformed readers, in- 
stead of seeking always to draw them higher. 
Miss E. P. Thurston, ot Newton, Mass., followed 
in much the same strain, and indeed all three of 
these women, while taking slightly different 
views of the subject, were very nearly in har- 
mony as to essentials. All favored the greatest 
hospitality on the part of the library toward all 
tastes and demands, consistent with high ideals 
as to the library's mission to cultivate a right 
demand rather than to merely supply a vicious 
one. 
Mr. G. W. Cole, of Jersey City, was placed 
in the somewhat embarrassing position of fol- 
lowing these women on the same subject, but 
he added some valuable suggestions as to means 
of dealing with the evil of trashy novel-read- 
ing. 

Wednesday and Thursday were rainy, and ses- 
sions were held morning and afternoon. Wed- 
nesday morning Mr. Willard Austin, of Cornell 
University, presented a valuable report on li- 
brary aids and guides. Mr. G. M. Jones, of Sa- 
lem, Mass., reported from the committee ona 
catalog of subject-headings, submitting the proof 
of a specimen page, and stating that the catalog 
would soon be ready for printing. It was re- 
ferred to the Publishing Section. 

As her report on library architecture, Miss T. 
H. West, of Milwaukee, gave directions, derived 
from her experience in planning tor a new build- 
ing, forthe proper initiation of such a work, 
covering the selection of an architect and the 
choice of plans. Mr. W: Beer reported on floors 
and floor coverings, and several others spoke on 
the subject, nearly all being strongly in favor of 
linoleum or corticene, as superior to other floor 
coverings and to any wood floor for the public 
parts of a library, tiles or mosaic (preferably the 
latter) being recommended only for vestibules 
and approaches. 

Mr. F. M. Crundenled in a prolonged discus- 
sion of the place and value of a newspaper read- 
ing-room, the general opinion seeming to be 
that newspapers are not worthy of so large a 
share of room and expense as is often accorded 
them in a library reading-room, owing to the 
fact that most serious readers of papers will buy 
them, the frequenters of a newspaper-room being 
largely of the tramp or loafer class. 

Wednesday afternoon library bulletins were 
discussed. Issued quarterly, or, better, month- 
ly, such bulletins are found useful enough to 
make their issue worth while; the expense is 
often met by the insertion of advertisements, 
but some of the speakers strongly deprecated 
the mixture of advertisements and reading-mat- 
ter. 

Mr. T: L. Montgomery, of Philadelphia, re- 


ported the results of extensive inquiries as to 
the prevalence of university extension work in 
connection with public libraries, tending toshow 
that only in a few places has such work been suc- 
cessful or persisted in. His report seemed tobe 
discouraging as to the progress and prospects of 
that work, but several others, notably Mr. Dew- 
ey, speaking for New York, claimed that it is 
being done with increasing success. 

Mr. H. L. Koopman read a thoughtful paper 
on the functions of a university library, making 
its chief value to the student reside in such op- 
portunity as it might afford him tocome into con- 
tact with books of the best genera! literature, to 
promote which he would have a selected stu- 
dents’ library of some 10,000 volumes, which 
should be entirely open, while the more techni- 
cal classes of books should be kept in other 
apartments to which access should be more spar- 
ingly granted. 

Mr. Dudley, of Denver, and others spoke of 
the great difficulties attending the preservation 
of books of the present day, owing to the poor 
quality of the wood-pulp paper in common use, 
The hope was expressed that pressure might be 
brought to bear on publishers so as to secure the 
use of better paper on “‘ library” editions. 

Thursday forenoon Mr. H: J. Carr, of Scran- 
ton, reada paper on local collections in public 
libraries, which was full of practical suggestions. 
Fletcher gave an account of the Publishing 
Section and its work, showing that it has already 
accomplished much, that it has been financially 
a success, and that it has much good work before 
it if properly sustained. 

In the afternoon Mr. Brett presented his paper 
on ‘* A problem of to-day,” meaning the func- 
tion of the public library, which he stated as 
the making of citizens able to serve the state 
well in return for what the state has done for 
them. Thisled to adiscussion as to the relation 
of the state to the public welfare, which had to 
be checked when it threatened to become too 
general. Then followed the subject of access 
to the shelves, J. K. Hosmer, of the Minneapo- 
lis Public Library, opening in its favor, and 
most of those who spoke taking the same view, 
although several spoke of the practical difficul- 
ties in the way of making such access general, 
especially as applies to fiction, where, perhaps, 
it is mostdemanded. This discussion was based 
on a report sentin by B. C. Steiner and S. H. 
Ranck of the result of inquiries sent by them to 
a large number of libraries. 

Mr. C. C, Soule then spoke briefly on law- 
books in general libraries, giving useful hints as 
to those deserving inclusion —-¢.¢., Blackstone, 
Kent, statutes of the United States and of the 
particular state, leading text books on constitu- 
tional and on international law, and a few manu- 
als of law practice and legal forms. 

One of the best features of the whole confer- 
ence came next in the reading of the many 
** Don'ts” sent in, in reply to a circular from 


the president asking for results of experience 
which could be put in that form. 

Friday morning was devoted to selecting the 
next place of meeting and the election of offi- 
cers. As to the place, it was simply a friendly 


| 
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contest between Cleveland and Denver, decided 
by a small majority in favor of the latter, which 
vote was made unanimous on motion of Mr 
Brett. Denver has persistently invited the As- 
sociation and has practically had the promise 
of the meeting several times. In view of the 
missionary work which may be done by the 
meeting so far west it was felt that Denver 
ought to have it. 


The election of officers, the ballot being taken | 
appointed members of the finance committee. 


for the first time by the Australian system, re- 


sulted as follows: President, H. M. Utley; vice- | 
presidents, J. C. Dana, Miss M. S. Cutler, Miss | 
E. M. Coe; secretary, F. P. Hill; treasurer, G. | 


W. Cole; trustee of endowment fund, C. C. 
Soule; new members of council, W. C. Lane, 
Miss West, Miss Hewins, Miss Garland. 

Friday afternoon the annual meeting of the 
Publishing Section was held, the old officers be- 
ing re-elected, and a large amount of work laid 
out for the year to come. 

Interesting meetings of the college, the state 
library, and other sections were held, but space 
will not allow an attempt to mention their pro- 
ceedings. 

Resolutions reported from the committee were 
adopted favoring the public documents bill, the 
preparation of a complete list of foreign public 
documents, the use of better paper by publish- 
ers, the admission of library bulletins to the 
mails as second-class matter, and the regular 
issue of title-pages and indexes of periodicals 
to librarians without special request. 

The final session on Saturday morning was a 
memorial exercise to the late Dr. W. F. Pocle, 
participated in by W. I. Fletcher, who spoke of 
Dr. Poole as an indexer; President Larned, Mr. 
Dewey, and many others. A committee was 
appointed to receive subscriptions for a tablet 
to Dr. Poole’s memory to be erected in some 
suitable place, and subscriptions were freely 
offered on the spot. 

It will be seen that the week was a busy one, 
and it was also made a very enjoyable one by 
the dinner on Thursday evening, the social 
evenings Wednesday and Friday (the latter 
called ‘‘ ALAst night’), and by the charming ex- 
eursions on the lakes and in the surrounding 
country. The two days of hard rain limited the 
excursive tendency sufficiently to secure full 
meetings and the acccomplishment of a great 
deal of good work. And the post-conference 
excursion, of which itis no part of the present 
object to speak in detail, to various points of 
interest in the Adirondacks, with a trip up 
Lakes Champlain and George on the finest day 
of the season, and a brief stay at the ‘* Saga- 
more” (dear to every A. L. A. heart) —all this 
was but a fitting sequel and crown to a most 
successful Conference, W: I. FLeTCHeEr. 


TRANSACTIONS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


Tue executive board met atthe Mirror Lake 
House, Lake Placid, Saturday, September 22. 
Present, Messrs. Larned, Utley, Cole, Carr, 
Dana, Hill, and Miss Cutler and Miss Coe. 
Henry J. Carr was elected recorder; C: R. 
Dudley and J: C. Dana, of Denver, were elected 
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number); and the committee was requested to 


make early arrangements for excursions and 
post-conference trip. 

The board voted that the 1895 conference (to 
be held at Denver) should open Monday, August 
12,and that no excursions should take place until 
the business sessions were over. 

The president and secretary were appointed a 
committee on program. 

Messrs. Whitney, Jones, and Whelpley were 


The old U. S. documentscommittee, consisting 
of Messrs. Bowker, Hovey, and Johnston, was 
continued in office, and President Larned ap- 
pointed this committee as a special committee 
to go to Washington in December and urge the 


passage of the government documents bill. 


Another meeting of the executive board was 
held at the Sagamore House, Lake George, Thurs- 
day, September 27. Present, Messrs. Larned, 
Utley, Cole, Carr, Hill, and Miss Cutler. 

On motion, the program committee was re- 
quested to omit some of the usual reports. It 
was voted that a committee should prepare a 
supplement to the A. L. A. catalog; and Miss 
M.. S. Cutler was appointed chairman of the 
committee with power to name additional mem- 
bers. The chairman was requested to estimate 
the cost of printing the supplement and submit 
the same to the executive board for the purpose 
of obtaining an appropriation from the finance 
committee. The board then appointed the re- 
maining officers and committees. 


FRANK P. HILL, Secrefary. 
A.L. A. ORGANIZATION FOR 1894-95. 


President. — H: M. Utley, Detroit Public 
Library. 

Vice-presidents. —J: C. Dana, Denver Public 
Library; Mary S. Cutler, New York State 
Library; Ellen M. Coe, New York Free Cir- 
culating Library. 

Secretary — Frank P. 
Library. 

Assistant secretaries. —C: R. Dudley, Denver 
City Library; F. Richmond Fletcher, Library 
Bureau, Boston; Louisa S. Cutler, Utica Public 
Library; G. E. Wire, Newberry Library, Chi- 
cago. 

Recorder. — Henry J. Carr, Scranton Public 
Library. 

Assistant recorder. — Nina E. Browne, Library 
Bureau, Boston. 

Treasurer. —Geo. Watson Cole, Jersey City 
Free Public Library. 

Executive board (with power to appoint com- 
mittees). — The president, ex-president (J. N. 
Larned, Buffalo Library), vice-presidents, sec- 
retary, and treasurer. 


Hill, Newark Free 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Finance. —J. L. Whitney, Boston Public 
Library; Gardner M. Jones, Salem Public 
Library; A. W. Whelpley, Cincinnati Public 
Library. 

Co-operation. —Melvil Dewey, New York 
State Library; Eliza G. Browning, Indianapolis 
Public Library; W: H. Tillinghast, Harvard 


a local committee (with power to add to their | University Library; Emily I. Wade, San Fran- 
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cisco Free Public Library; J. Le Roy Harrison, 
Providence Athenaum. 

U. S. public documents. —R. R. Bowker, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; E. C. Hovey, Brookline, 
Mass.; D. V. R. Johnston, N. Y. State Library. 

Foreign documents. —R. G. Thwaites, Wis- 
consin State Historical Society; C: H: Gould, 
McGill University, Montreal; Mary E. Ahern, 
Indiana State Library. 

Endowment.— Pliny T. Sexton, Palmyra, N. 
Y.; C: W. McClintock, Oil City, Pa.; George 
Iles, New York City; Jessie McMillan, Minne- 
apolis Public Library; E. H. Woodruff, Leland 
Stanford Jr. University Library, Palo Alto, 
Cal.; Electra C. Doren, Dayton Public Library; 
E. H. Anderson, Carnegie Free Library, Brad- 
dock, Pa. 

Library School and training classes. —T: L. 
Montgomery, Wagner Institute, Philadelphia; 
Ellen M. Chandler, Buffalo Library; Mary I. 
Crandall, Cornell University Library; Lutie E. 
Stearns, Milwaukee Public Library. 


Subject Heading, — Not yet named. 


Trustees of endowment fund. — Norman Will- 
iams, Chicago; E. C. Hovey, Brookline, Mass.; 
C: C, Soule, Brookline, Mass. 


A. L. A. COUNCIL. 


Term expires 1895. — W: H. Brett, Cleveland 
(O.) Public Library; Ellen M. Coe, Free Circulat- 
ing Librar¥, New York; F: M. Crunden, St. Louis 
Public Library; A. R. Spofford, Library of Con- 
gress. 

Term expires 1896. — Melvil Dewey, New 
York State Library, Albany; S: S. Green, Wor- 
cester (Mass.) Public Library; C: C. Soule, 
Trustee Brookline (Mass.) Public Library; J. L. 
Whitney, Boston Public Library. 

Term expires 1897. — R: R. Bowker, Director 
Brooklyn Library; C: A. Cutter, Forbes Library, 
Northampton, Mass.; W: 1. Fletcher, Amherst 
College Library; W: E. Foster, Providence 
Public Library. 

Term expires 1898.— Mary S. Cutler, New 
York State Library, Albany; Hannah P. James, 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkesbarre, Pa.; J. 
N. Larned, Buffalo Library; Justin Winsor, Har- 
vard University Library. 

Term expires 1899.—W: C. Lane, Boston 
Athenwum; Theresa H. West, Milwaukee Pub- 
lic Library; Caroline M. Hewins, Hartford Pub- 
lic Library; Caroline H. Garland, Dover Public 
Library. 

A. L. A. BADGE. 

Tuk long-looked-for A. L. A. badge has final- 
ly been adopted by the executive committee, 
and members desiring it are requested to send 
their names to the assistant recorder, Nina E. 
Browne, Library Bureau, Boston. The price is 
$2.50. The badge is in the form of a pin, but 
may be mounted differently if desired. The de- 
sign is a monogram, the letters A. L. A. inter- 
twined, in gold and blue enamel, small enough to 
be unobtrusive, yet distinctive. It was the de- 
sire of the committee to obtain a badge in the 
form of a book, open or closed, lettered with the 
initials of the association, and various experi- 
mental designs were made with this in view. It 
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proved, however, that the book design was too 
clumsy to be practicable, and the present simple 
monogram was finally chosen as the most satis- 
factory in all respects. 


State Library School. 


New Dork 


THE fall term opened Wednesday, October : Se 
with the following students : 


SENIOR CLASS. 


Katonah, N. Y. 
Wellesley College, 1891. 
Claribel Ruth “Garnett, Kent, O. 
Ph.B., University of Michigan, 1893. 
George Franklin Bowerman, 
Honeoyé Falls, N. Y. 
B.A... of Rochester, 1892. 
Edna Dean Bullock Lincoln, Neb. 
L., U niversity of Nebraska, 1885. 
Waller Irene Bullock, Baltimore, Md. 
Wellesley College, 1892 - 94. 

George Greenman Champlin, Alfred, N. Y. 
Ph.B., Alfred University, 1884, Ph.M., 1890 
Jenny Lind Christman, Albany, N. Y. 
B.S.C., Iowa State College, 1883. 

Jessica Gardiner Cone, Eaton, N. Y. 
Heien Kilduff Gray, Mt, Vernon, N. Y. 
Grace Fisher Leonard, Providence, R. I. 
Brown University, 1893. 

Elizabeth Shepard Loveland, 
Margaret Drake McGuffey, 
Helen Cornwell Silliman, Rutland, Vt. 
Harriet Howard Stanley, Magnolia, Mass. 

George Watson Cutler Stockwell, 
Northampton, Mass. 
Alma Rogers Van Hoevenberg, 
New York City. 
Northfield, Minn, 
St. Louis, Mo, 


Myrtilla Av 


Kingston, Pa. 
Cincinnati, O. 


William Richard Watson, 
Minnie Cornwell Wilson, 


IUNIOR CLASS. 


Sarah Hewes Ames, Stockbridge, Mass. 
Grace Lillian Betteridge, Brockport, N. Y. 
Wellesley College, 1887 - 89. 

Ellen Dodge Biscoe, Grafton, Mass. 
Wellesley College, 1885 - 88. 


Euphemia Kipp Corwin, New Brunswick, N. J. 


Mt. Holyoke Seminary, 188: - 82. 
Ella May Edwards, Holley, N. Y. 
Syracuse University, 1887 - 88. 

Elizabeth Vashti Hale, Elizabethtown, N. Y. 
Winifred Arria Herron, Endicott, Mass. 
Boston University, 1892-93 
James Frederic Hosford, Kinderhook, - ¥. 
A.B., Princeton College, 1892. 

Geraldine Katherine Keating, 
Clara Emily Latty, 
Swarthmore College, 188°. 
Jessie Potter Mattocks, Norton, Mass. 
Frances Jenkins Olcott, Nassau, N. Y. 
Nannie May Pond, Woonsocket, R. I. 
B.A., Wellesley College, 1893. 
Martha Louise Seymour, St. Albans, Vt. 
B.A., McGill University, 1893. 
Marie Fox Wait, Ellenville, N. Y. 
Vassar College, 1872 - 74. 
Elisa May Willard, Boston, Mass. 
B.A., Smith College, 1894 
Mary S. Curer. 


England. 
Defiance, O. 


N.Y. State Lisrary, 
Oct. 4, 1894. 
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State Librarn Associations. 


CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


THE usual September meeting of the Connec” 
ticut Library Association was held on Wednesday, 
September 5, in the Acton Library, Saybrook, 
by invitation of its president, the Rev. Samuel 
Hart, whocalled the meeting to order at 11 a.m., 
and invited the Hon. John Allen, president of 
the board of trustees, to give a history of the li- 
brary. Mr. Allen paid a tribute to the efforts of 
the women of Saybrook in founding the Library 
Association and keeping it alive until the Hon, 
Thomas C. Acton gave the building in 1879, 
and the president, in his opening address, also 
alluded to the services of Mrs. Hotchkiss, Mrs. 
King, Miss Wood, and other ladies. 

Reports were made by the secretary, treasurer, 
Connecticut public library committee, and com- 


mittee on badges, which had procured a hand- | 


some monogram pin of silver and Yale blue en- 
amel, being the first badge adopted by a state 
library association. Miss Mary Esther Robbins, 
of the New Britain Institute, read the first paper 


of the session on ‘‘ Life at the Library School,” | 


describing the course, extended from six months 
in Columbia College in 1887 to the present two 
years in the Albany school. 
which followed, the library training classes in 
Pratt Institute, Drexel Institute, Armour In- 
stitute, and the Maine State College, managed 


by graduates of the Library School, were men- | 


tioned and their relation to the school defined as 
that of high school to college. 

Miss Peck, late of New Haven Public Library, 
read a paper on “* Delivery-desk difficulties,” 
such as that of supplying every reader at once 
with a copy of the latest novel, or of convincing 
the public of the justice of fines. Professor 
Camp and Miss Whiting of New Britain, were 
among those who took part in the discussion upon 
this paper, which was followed by one by Pro- 
fessor E. C. Richardson, librarian of Princeton 
College, and formerly of the Hartford Theologi 
cal Seminary, upon ‘‘ Style as a criterion in the 
selection of books.”” He urged the necessity of 
remembering in buying the importance of books 
to be read for their style, which is most essen- 
tial in the formation of right habits of thinking 
and from that in the upbuilding of character. 
He suggested Darwin, Drummond, John Bur- 
roughs, Jeremy Taylor, Newman, Spurgeon, 


Pater, Saintsbury, and Le Gallienne as masters | 


of style in their respective specialties. 

Members of the Association and their friends, 
to the number of about 50, were invited to lun- 
cheon at the house of the Hon. Thomas C. 
Acton. At the afternoon session, Miss Alice 
Richardson, librarian of the Talcott Library at 
the Northfield (Mass.) School, gave an account of 
her work there, which brings her into intimate 
personal relations with many girls who have had 
only the meagre advantages of district schools 


and are toa large extent dependent onthemselves | 
for the money to carry them through their | 


course. 
A discussion on the selection and purchase 
of books was opened by Miss Maltbie, of Falls 


In the discussion | 


Village. She was followed by Mrs. Hills of 
| Bridgeport, Miss Richardson of New London, 
Mrs. Robinson of Norwich, Miss Hewins ot 
Harvard, Dr. Beardsley of Plymouth, Mr. 
Stetson of New Haven, Miss Andrews of 
Wethersfield, Miss Chaffee of Moodus, Mr. 
Brewster of Northfield, Misses Carpenter and 
Ford of Willimantic, the latter, librarian 
the Dunham Library, reporting that the Willi 
mantic Linen Company always buy whatever 
she requests; Miss Sheffield of Utica, a former 
officer of the Acton Library, Miss Strong of Col- 
chester, the Rev. Dr. Chesebrough of Say brook, 
Mr. Wilcox of the newly opened Memorial Li- 
brary in Westerly, R. I., which includes one vot- 
ing distict of Stonington; Miss Scottof Norwalk, 
Miss Twining of Waterbury, Professor Richara- 
son of Princeton, Mr. Curtis, principal of the 
graded school, Saybrook, and Miss Carrington 
| of West Winsted. 

A bookcase of tasteful design and exquisite 
finish has just been placed in the Acton Library 
by the young people of Saybrook in memory of 
| Miss Louisa Lord, sister of Samuel Clarke Lod, 

of Hartford. Itis to be filled with copies of 
her favorite books, including many on music. 
After an informal talk on newspapers and mag- 
azines and votes of thanks to the trustees of the 
Acton Library, the librarian, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Acton, the Association adjourned, to hold its 
| next meeting in New Britain. 


ot 


Reviews. 


BROOKLYN Y.) Lisrary. Catalogue of Eng- 


lish prose fiction, including juveniles and 
translations; complete and revised ed., July, 
| 1894. 4+254p. 1. O. 
The Brooklyn Library catalog of prose fiction 
is interesting evidence that Mr. Bardwe!l has 
accepted his successorship to Mr. Noyes as a 
| bibliographer, as well as in his practical and ef- 
ficient manag« ment of the library. Although 
that library, by help of the Noyes catalog ard 
with the library of music and the *‘ open shelf” 
popular library in its reading-room, has a large 
| use outside of fiction, it is true there, as in most 
libraries, that fiction still constitutes the ‘' great 
majority" of its circulation. Readers are there- 
fore pleased to have a fiction catalog up to date, 
which, in this case, is inclusive of July, 1804. 
The catalog follows in general, aithough in 
large octavo instead of quarto page, the typo- 
graphical methods of the Noyes catalog, and is 
in that respect a creditable piece of work. Two 
pages out of the 254 of the catalog are given to 
an interesting list of works on the bibliography, 
| history, philosophy, and tendency of works of 

fiction, including not only entries of books but 
| references to magazine articles and other notes. 
The catalog proper is an author and title short- 
entry list, in one alphabet. Appended to the 
author-entry are contents of volumes, volumes 
There is 


| in series and not too frequent notes. 


| some inconsistency as to volume and series en- 
| try. In some cases volumes in a series are en- 
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tered as separate works; in other cases the en- 
try is made with the titles of the individual vol- 
umes appended, as though contents; in others 
both kinds of entries are made. Thisis the only 
inconsistency we have noted, and one is small 
allowance for any catalog. 

The profession will be chiefly interested in 
the new system of shelf-numbering, in which 
the Brooklyn Library has “‘ flocked by itself” — 
a proceeding which in these days of co-operative 
work necessarily invites challenge. Call-num- 
bers are prefixed by the letter F for fiction, with 
a designation of the author in four or five num- 
bers on one side of the decimal point and of the 
volume in the author’s works on the other side. 
Instead of adopting the usual! Cutter designation 
of individual authors, Mr. Bardwell has used 
an arbitrary series of numbers beginning with 
ooro. for Abarbanell (J. R.), and ending with 
13585. for Zuboff (Roman I.), following authors 
‘n their alphabetical arrangement, but leaving 
places for new names in their proper order. 
This seems rather cumbrous, particularly in 
view of the shift from four to five numbers 
which takes place at Rideing (W: H.), who leads 
the ‘‘upper 10.000." Authors’ names are given 
in many cases in full, but the A. L. A, abbrevia- 
tions are not availed of. The numbering of 
volumes is at first puzzlesome, for it seems 
neither alphabetical nor chronological. To take 
Dickens for an example, ‘‘ American notes” 
(with his ‘‘Oliver Twist”) is entered as 
F2965.478; ‘‘ Barnaby Rudge” as F2965.01; 
‘* Bleak house” as F2965.04; “Child pictures” 
(from his works) as F.2965.07; ‘‘ Christmas 
books” as .o8; same, later series, as .O88; 
**Christmas carol,” condensed, as .09; same, 
condensed with other stories, as .10; ‘* Christmas 
stories,” in 2v.,as.11. On inquiry, the key is 
found to be that the successive entries represent 
the works alphabetically, as shelved in the li- 
brary at the time the catalog was shaped. The 
gap between .o1 and .o4 is represented by v. I 
and v. 2 of ** Barnaby Rudge” in 2 v., and 
** American notes” is entered as .478 because it 
is bound with ‘Oliver Twist,” which by itself 
has the designation .45. This seems to us cum- 
brous, and neither fish, flesh, nor fowl. The ad- 
dition of letters is somewhat of a puzzle, since 
it is the practice of the library to use the letters 
of the alphabet to designate duplicates. ‘‘ Our 
mutual friend” is designated as .48, and the 
same, condensed, as .504g, which is a new com- 
plication. It is fair matter of question whether 
it has been worth while to introduce a new sys- 
tem of this sort into an individual library, in- 
stead of Mr. Cutter’s generally used author de- 
signations, although these have, of course, the 
disadvantage to the ordinary reader that they 
make unfamiliar combinations of letter and 
figure. 

Notwithstanding possible criticism in this di- 
rection the users of the Brooklyn Library are 
to be congratulated on their possession of an 
adequate and modern fiction-list. It remains a 
question, all the same, whether special bibli- 
ographies of this sort are the thing for any li- 


brary, and whether the better scheme is not a 
general bibliography of fiction, including the 
useful features of the Boston Public Library 
fiction-lists, which would serve most libraries 
for the practical purposes of fiction-readers. 
Probably this is an ideal toward which fiction 
bibliography will grow, and the $6co or $700 
which it cost to print this catalog (aside from 
the cost of time used in its preparation) will 
then go a good deal further in providing users 
of a good many libraries with a better catalog 
than any one library can get up for itself. 

UNIVERSITY OF STATE OF NEw York, State 
Library bulletin. Public libraries, no. 2, June, 
1894. Statistics of New York libraries for 1893. 

This might well be called a statistical guide 
to the libraries of New York state. It is made 
up from the reports submitted to the regents 
under the university law of 1892, and consists of 
tabulated summaries of the various libraries, 
arranged alphabetically by location. Libraries 
are divided into two groups, those in the Uni- 
versity and those not in the University; all of 
the former are given, while of the latter only 
those having 1000 or more v. are included. The 
total number of libraries recorded is 600, of 
which 433 are in the university. Of these, 284 
report public ownership or control, 262 being 
under the direction of school authorities; 114 are 
school libraries, and the others are classed as 
government, college, institutional, endowed, 
membership, business, parish, and (1) private 
Under the heading ‘‘ terms of use,” 67 are re- 
corded as free for reference, 337 are free for lend- 
ing, 298 are free for lending to a limited class, 
31 are subscription open to all, 2 are limited sub- 
scription, and 2 private. The whole 600 contain 
3.851,945 volumes, and the total! circulation for 
one year is given as 3,136,602. There isa short 
summary of gifts and special additions made to 
libraries during the year and of library buildings 
built and in process oferection. There are seven 
careful statistical tables, covering ‘* libraries in 
the university,” “libraries not in the univer- 
sity,” ‘‘ geographic distribution of libraries by 
counties,” “ libraries having 10,000 v. or more, 
arranged in order of their size ;"" free lending 
libraries of 1000 v. or more, arranged by size; 
free reference libraries of 1000 v. or more, ar- 
ranged by size; and college libraries. These 
tables aim to give, in condensed form, the chief 
facts relating to each library, recording location, 
name, year of formation, name of librarian, 
class of books, ownership, support, terms of use, 
total number of v., no. added in 1893, and no, 
issued during the year for home and library use, 
days open and hours open for lending and read- 
ing, total receipts and their source, total expenses 
and chief items of same. Of course, the statis- 
tics vary as to fulness, for while some libraries 
report on all these points others give but a few 
items. As a whole, the bulletin is a “library 
exhibit” of New York state, that is encouraging 
as wellas interesting, and that deserves an at- 
tention not usually given to “' figgers " pure and 
simple. 
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Librarn Economp and fjistorp. 


LOCAL. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Pratt Institute F. L. Plans 
are on foot for the establishment of a *‘ home 
library" in connection with the Institute, on 
lines similar to those developed by Mr. C: W. 
Birtwell, of Boston. These provide for the 
placing of a shelf or two of carefully selected 
books — about 20— inthe home of a respectable 
family in a neighborhood in which it is desirable 
to work. Once a week the books are distributed 
among a clientage of 10 children selected as 
most likely to be benefited, after inquiry among 
kindergartners and other neighborhood workers. 
After all the books have been read by one 
neighborhood they may be removed to another, 
and library no, 2 transferred to the first centre 
of work. 


Cambridge(Mass.) P. L. The library has been 
closed during part of August for alterations 
and for rearrangement and reclassification of 
books. The changes made comprise the addi- 
tion of anew wing connected with the main build- 
ing, built at a cost of about $20,000. This new 
wing joins the main building on the north side 
of the general reading-room. ‘Two arches con- 
nect the reading-room with the children’s read- 
ing-room, which occupies almost the whole of 
the addition. At the rear of the children’s 
reading-room is a catalog-room, the trustees 
having decided last year to put in a public card 
catalog for the whole library, similar to the one 
in use at Harvard Library. A librarian’s office, 
which has been long needed, is also placed in the 
new wing, 

Canton (/il.) P. L. The new public library 
building was formally opened on the evening of 
September 4, with appropriate exercises. The 
building and site cost about $20,000, of which 
amount $8000 was bequeathed by the late Will- 
iam Parlin. 

Cleveland (O.) P.Z. The South End branch 


of the public library was formally opened on 
| authors, Mrs. Dana’s books on wild flowers, 


the evening of September ro. It is located in 
the old Newburg town hall, which has been 
papered, painted, and satisfactorily altered to 
suit its present purpose. The opening was well 
attended, and the brief exercises conducted by 
the members of the library board were followed 
by a social reception. The branch contains 
about 5000 v. 

Denver (Col.) P. L. On September 1 the 
library was opened to the public after having 
been closed for two months for alterations and 
repairs. A public reception was given by Mr. 


Dana and his assistants, and by the library com- | 


mittee of the board of education. The changes, 
which were made necessary by lack of space, 
include the removal of the vestibule, which took 


up a portion of the delivery-room, and the sub- | 


stitution of a smaller one outside the entrance, 
and an alteration of the partitions, giving more 
space to the delivery-room. To the right of 
this room is the children’s room, into which the 
delivery-counter is extended. The main room in 


to give more space, and the table and seating 
room largely increased. The fiction shelves are 
fenced off from public access, but all other 
shelves are freely accessible. An archway has 
been cut into the old reading-room, to which 
the works on history, biography, and travel 
have been removed and a number of new tables 
and seats placed. The ladies’ reading-room still 
remains. A new balcony floor has been built 
over the delivery-room and is used exclusively 
for the medical library, which is the most com- 
plete in the west. In this room are chairs and 
tables, and it is shut off from the rest of the 
library to facilitate study. The rear balcony is 
given over to works on social science, education, 
etc., and here are the files of the daily and 
other newspapers. 


Everett, Mass. The contract for the Parlin 
Memorial L. has been awarded to Mead, Mason 
& Co., Boston, whose bid was $18,179. 


Hartford (Ct.) P. L. The executive commit- 
tee in their 56th report, just issued, say: “ The 
library has passed beyond the experimental stage 
and is rapidly becoming a necessary factor in 
the daily life of our city.” 

During the year 6000 v. have been added to 
the library. ‘In order to determine what books 
are desired by the public, the library committee 
has had blanks prepared headed : 

Attendants Weekly Report. 
“ Thursday, ——, 189-. 

“In order to supply the demands of readers, the library 
needs more copies of the following books: 

‘* The assistants are instructed to make a note 
of titles of books which are ‘ always out,’ and 
report them every Thursday to the librarian, 
who formulates them, giving price and number 
of copies required, for the meeting of the library 
committee on Saturday. This p'an the library 
committee consider an extremely useful one, 
since thereby the public is unwittingly made to 
suggest what books are needed. In accordance 
with the suggestions in these weekly reports, 
we have added, besides duplicates of many pop- 
ular novels, duplicates of short biographies of 


Upton’s standard operas and books on games, 
and have bought several Looks on perspective 
and topographical drawing. 

**In October the library ordered duplicates of 
the Century, Scribner's, Harper's Magazine, and 
St. Nicholas for circulation for three months, as 
an experiment. They became so popular that 
in January the subscriptions were renewed fora 
year. It was stated in one of the daily papers 
that the magazines would be sold at 10 cents 
each at the end of three months, and long before 
that time the demand exceeded the supply. The 
magazines are put into simple covers of thick 
pasteboard, costing nine cents each, and lasting 
an indefinite time, and all except St. Nicholas 
are lettered ‘ Three-day books.’" 

‘* The author-list of novels, issued in May, 
1893, has been of the greatest use. In October 
we printed a bulletin of all books added since 
1892, and with it classified a list of all our books 


| in science and useful arts not so old as to be 


the rearof the delivery-room has been remodelled | useless. The January bulletin contains a similar 
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list of books on education, with a large number 
of recent additions on the subject. The library 
has, in connection with the Watkinson Library, 
prepared lists for eight clubs : Queen’s Club, on 
the reign of Victoria; Monday Afternoon Club, 
Europe, 1700-1800; Art Club, English art, 
1750-1894; Shakespeare Club, Shakespeare's 
Henry Iv. and Henry v.; Thursday Club, Rome; 
Friday Club, London; Saturday Morning Club, 
Spain and Scandinavia; Archzological Club, 
Greek art. It has also prepared a list of his- 
torical novels for students of history in Trinity 
College, and given aid, directly or indirectly, 
to members of many clubs not mentioned above, 
and is ready to furnish lists for them and receive 
suggestions for ordering and importing books 
for special courses of reading.” 

In conclusion, the directors express their be- 
lief ‘‘ that the record of the Hartford Library 
during the 21 months of its existence has been 
in some respects an unusual one. Certainly no 
one would have ventured to predict for us at 
this time a registry of over 11,000 names and a 
circulation throughout the winter of over 4000 
books a week. To our minds, however, the 
most significant feature is the steady increase 
of the circulation during the second year, a time 
when, according to our best information, there 
is usually a falling off owing to lack of novelty 
and the incurring of fines from carelessness. 
If the present rate of increase were maintained, 
which, of course, we do not expect, it would in 
seven years carry our circulation up to the half- 
million mark.” 

Kansas City (Kan.) P. L. Unexpected com- 
plications have come up regarding the $25,000 
given by George Shiedley, of Kansas City, to 
the board of education for the benefit of the 
public library. The sum was originally given, 
as noted in the March L. J. (19 : 102), for the pur- 
chase of books, Later, whenthere was difficulty 
in obtaining a site, Mr. Shiedley expressed his 
willingness to have his gift used for that pur- 

se. This was done, and in the spring elections 

200,000 worth of bonds were voted for build- 
ing a library, which were promptly sold. Since 
that time Mr. Shiedley has become seriously ill 
and mentally unfit for business. His bequest is 
now contested by his relatives, who assert that 
while satisfied with the original grant for books, 
they have serious objections to the money being 
used for a site, in the selection of which personal 
considerations might be involved. The board 
of education has decided, finally, to test in the 
court: its right to use the money for the purchase 
of a library site. 

Ledyard, Ct. Bill L. The 27th anniversary of 
the founding of the Bill Library was celebrated 
at Ledyard on Sept. 5. The exercises, com- 
mencing at 11 a.m., were held in the church and 
were open tothe public. Rev. James A. Gallup, 
of Madison, deliveredithe main address, and Rev. 
Frederic Denison, of Providence, contributed 
the poem. Short speeches were made, and at 
the close of the exercises there was a basket 
picnic on the lawn near the church. 


Macon (Ga.) P. L. The directors have de- 
cided to tender the library to the board of edu- 


cation, to be maintained by public money. They 
state that ‘‘ for years the income of the library 
has been insufficient for its proper maintenance, 
and the deficiency has been made up from time 
to time by special appeals to and subscriptions 
from the citizens of Macon.” At the present 
time the expenses are far in excess of theincome, 
the membership has fallen to 196, while the cir- 
culation has increased 50 per cent. within the 
past year. The directors say that unless the 
board of education accepts the offer, ‘‘ the li- 
brary will be forced to close its doors, as the 
directors do not feel that they would be justified 
in allowing it to again accumulate a floating 
debt.” 

Manchester (N. H.) City L. Added 318 ; total 
36,486 ; issued, home use 52,295 ; reading-room 
use 8203. Compared with the preceding year 
the circulation for home use shows a decrease of 
579 volumes, while the number delivered for use 
at the library shows an increase of 357; the total 
circulation is 222 less than in the previous year. 


Mass. State L., Boston. When the State Li- 
brary is established in its new quarters it is to 
have a little electric elevator for hoisting the 
books from one floor to another, which is said to 
be, so far as is known, the only small lift of the 
sort made up to the present time. Librarian 
Tillinghast made up his mind as to what was 
needed, and finally had his plans carried out by 
an electrical construction firm. The proposed 
elaborate railway system for carrying books 
about the library, much as if they were cash, 
has been abandoned, owing to its intricacy. 


Minneapolis(Minn.) P. L. Added 5636; total 
66,846. Issued 368,090 (fict. 47.52%). Receipts 
$67,633.78 ; expenses $60,878.78. 

The book having the highest record of circula- 
tion was Hardy's “ Tess of the D'Urbervilles,” 
which was issued 759 times. The total circula- 
tion showed an increase of 12% over the previous 
year. 

Two of the delivery stations were discontinued 
during 1893. After a year’s experiment the 
station at the university and Labor Temple were 
abandoned as unnecessary. During the year 
the work of cataloging has been continued, so 
that now the art works are completely cataloged 
as to authors, titles, and subjects. 


New York. Columbia College L. The addition 
made to the library during the year number 
15,161 v., of which 10,144 were gifts. The 
total v. in the library is estimated at 175,000. 
The trustees were necessarily prevented from 
appropriating much money for the purchase of 
books. The expenditure in this line was only 
$Q000, but in addition to this Mr. Avery con- 
tributed tothe Avery Architectural Library gifts 
amounting to $10,284.69. The miscellaneous 
gifts for the purchase of books amounted to 
$27,350, making the total money available 
$37,634.69. The library hardly shows the effect 
of this money, as much of it was received so late 
that it has not yet been expended. 

Newark (N. J.) F. L. At the September 
meeting of the board Librarian Hill asked that 

he library adopt the two-books-on-a-card plan, 
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allowing readers two books at a time provided 
that but one be a work of fiction. He also rec- 
ommended that the privileges of the library be 
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Brief comment is made on the connection of 
the library with the schools, and the need of 


| larger and more convenient quarters is alluded 


extended to suburban residents, whose daily | 


work is in the city. Both suggestions were re- 
ferred to the book committee. 


Palo Alto, Cal. Leland Stanford Jr. Univ- 
President Jordan, of Stanford University, has 
given an outline of the improvements contem- 
plated by Mrs. Stanford as soon as the litigation 
in the courts is settled. Upon the distribution 
of the estate of her husband about $3,000,000 
will pass to the university, while the remainder 


of the estate will come under Mrs. Stanford's | 


control, to be bequeathed to the university at 


her death. The most important addition to be | 
given by Mrs. Stanford is a handsome library | 


building, to cost $150,000, which will be built in 
the spring. An exact duplicate of this building 
will be built roo feet away, and will be devoted 
to the use of a museum and laboratory forthe 
natural history department. These buildings 
will stand in front of the present quadrangle, and 
will subsequently be connected with other build- 
ings. 

Philadelphia. Apprentices’ L. Issued 79 901 
(fict. 71%); visitors to reading-room 36,980. 

The issue of books shows an increase of 27 % 
over the previous year. 


Philadelphia L. Co. Added 4329; total 175,- 
398. Issued 47,238(from Ridgway branch 2131). 
No. visitors 74,934. 


Quincy (7il.) P. LZ. Added 1754; total 14,080, 
Issued 64,781 (fict. 36,120); Sunday circulation 
(six months only) 439; total no. visitors 63,930. 
Receipts $7703.29; expenses $6486.81. There 
is an increase of 3973 v. over the circulation of 
the previous year. 

St. Joseph (Mo.) P. L. (4th rpt.) Added 2188; 
total 11,512. Issued, home use 100,924 (fict. and 
juv. .825 %), an increase of 8211 over the circula- 
tion of the previous year; statistics of ref. use are 
notgiven. Receipts $7874.11; expenses $7481.29. 

** Thirty-five volumes in raised character for 
the blind have been purchased. There are said 
to be between 20 and 30 blind people in our city, 
and we have the names of 13 who can read and 
will avail themselves of this department of the 
library. It will be possible to speak more cer- 
tainly of the success of this venture in the next 
report,as the department was only opened in 
April. 

** In October, 1893, a supplement to the find- 
ing-list was issued, containing about 1200 titles, 
and forming, with the finding list, a complete, 
single entry, author catalog of the circulating 
department. It will be necessary to publish an- 
other supplement during the present year. 

“The Library Record, published each month 
by W. M. Shirley, prints a list of the new books 
added, and furnishes 1500 copies for gratuitous 
distribution at the delivery-counter. This is 
without expense to the board, and the library is 
responsible for none of the contents of the paper, 
with the exception of the book-list. The Daily 
News also prints a list of new books, with num- 
bers, every two weeks.” 


to, 
San Francisco (Cal.) F. P. L. In his report to 


| the board of supervisors, President O'Connor, 


of the board of library trustees, makes a caustic 
statement of the inadequate appropriation al- 
lowed the library and its unfortunate financial 
condition. Particular stress is laid upon the in- 
ability to purchase new books. Old books have 
been withdrawn from circulation because there 
is no money to pay for theirrebinding. Several 
important and hitherto well-patronized depart- 
ments have been indefinitely closed, as there is no 
money for the attendants’ salaries. The employ- 
ees are overworked and poorly paid. The prom- 
ised elevator, that was tocarry borrowers up four 
flights of stairs, has never been put in, and the 


| patronage of the women has sadly decreased in 


consequence. 

Mr. O'Connor says : ‘‘ We challenge anybody 
having the disposal of the city’s funds to show a 
better record than we have for the careful dis- 
bursement of the moneys with which the people 
have entrusted us. With all the crippling saving 
to which we were last year compelled to resort, 
the balance at its close was but $1174.87, scarcely 
enough to pay the employees half a month’s sal- 
ary. We are determined never to leave the 
library indebt at the end of a year. Rather than 
do so we will close one or more of our depart- 
ments, or if necessary the entire library. Of 
course we do not for a moment wish to imply 
that your honorable board was ungenerous to 


| the library, or had the means to treat us better, 


but we feel it is but just to ourselves that the 
reading public should understand why we are un- 
able to treat them better. Including janitors, 
messenger-boys, and all other persons drawing 
salary from the library fund, we have, for the 
main library and the four branches, but 38 em- 
ployees. These employees work longer hours 
and receive less pay than those of any other de- 
partment of the city government. The library 
is open for 12 hours on week daysand four hours 
on Sundays. The average salary is $45.95 per 
month,” 

Beginning with October 1 it was found neces- 
sary to close two of the branch libraries for lack 
of funds. The remaining two branches will be 
continued as long as possible. 

FOREIGN. 

Jedburgh, Scotl. Andrew Carnegie has given 
£500 to the town of Jedburgh, County of Rox- 
burgh, for a public library. 

London. British Museum L. The number 
of visitors to the Museum during the past year 
was 538,560 as against 555,548 in 1892; the 
reading-room was used by 194,102 persons 
(197,984 in 1892), and a total of 1,402,815 v. 
were issued to readers during the year. The 
year's statistics of the department of printed 
books are interesting. A total of 45,942 v. and 
pamphlets (including 81 atlases and 1490 books 
of music) were added to the library in the course 
of the year, of which 13,588 were presented, 
12,759 received in pursuance of the laws of copy- 
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right, 511 by international exchange, and 19,084 
purchased. The large number of works pre- 
sented, which was again, as in 1892, far in ex- 
cess of the average, is due to a large collection 
of pamphlets given by the National Liberal 
Club; 63,631 parts of volumes for separate num- 
bers of periodical publications, and of works io 
progress were also added, as well as 1005 maps 
in 5165 sheets and 4944 pieces of music, each 
complete in itself. The number of newspapers 
published in the United Kingdom received under 
copyright provisions was 2571, comprising 174,- 
310 single numbers; 695 of these were published 
in London and its suburbs, 1474 in other parts 
of England and Wales and in the Channel Isl- 
ands, 223 in Scotland, and 179 in Ireland. 
PRACTICAL NOTES. 

A New Temporary Binper.—The Neilson 
binder, which was first introduced to librarians 
at the recent Lake Placid conference, possesses 
one novel feature, which entitles it to special 
consideration. This is the mechanical binding 
device, which consists of two or more flat steel 
rods, pivoted at one end and locking at the 
other. These rods are slipped inside the periodi- 
cal to be bound, lying close to the binding, and 
are then secured at the lower end, thus pre- 
cluding unauthorized removal, and holding the 
periodicai firmly in its cover without mutilating 
it by punched holes or the insertion of wires. 
The periodicals are thoroughly secured but open 
freely, avi@ sustain, of course, but a minimum of 
wear. The binder has been introduced into 
many libraries for reading-room use. It is made 
by the Neilson Mfg. Co., 383 Federal St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


Gifts and Bequests. 


Carlisle, Mass. Mrs. Joanna Gleason, of Sud- 
bury, a native of Carlisle, has recently given to 
that town $6000 for the erection of a building to 
be used as a public librarv. In addition she gives 
$100 towards grading the lot already selected 
and $200 toward furnishing the building. Work 
has already begun. The building is to be a 
memorial of the Parker family, of which Mrs. 
Gleason is a member. 

Delaware, O. Ohio Wesleyan Univ. Dr. C: E. 
Slocum, of Defiance, O., has given $50.000 to 
Ohio Wesleyan University for a new library 
building. The financial secretary of the univer- 
sity, Dr. J. M. Barker, who has been largely in- 
strumental in securing this gift, is now busy rais- 
ing an endowment fund for the purchase of 
books. It is expected that steps will be taken 
for the immediate erection of the library build- 
ing. This is the second important gift secured 
by the university within the past few weeks, the 
gift of Dr. Cramer’s fine private library having 
been already noted (L. J. 19: 317). 

llion (N. Y.) P. The library has received, 
by the will of the late Mrs. Harriet E. Carlton, 
a bequest of $2000, to be invested for its benefit, 
the proceeds to be devoted to the maintenance of 
the library. This is the first bequest that has 
been made to the library. 

Leicester, Mass. By the will of the late Dr. 
Pliny Earle, Leicester receives $6000 to be 


used inthe erection of a library building. Some 
years ago the town received a bequest of $s000 
from the late D. E. Merriam, of the Leicester 
National Bank, to be devoted to the same pur- 
pose. It was, however, accompanied by a pro- 
viso that none of it should be expended until 
there was a building fund of $15 000 available. 
The accrued interest on Mr. Merriam’s legacy 
now amounts to about $1000, and with the sum 
just received from Dr. Earle’s estate gives $12,- 
000 already in hand, and the trustees are confi- 
dent that the remaining $3000 could quickly be 
raised if they were ready to begin operations. 
The only difficulty at present is the securing of a 
suitable site. 

Tamworth, N. H. Mrs. C: P. Cook, of Tam- 
worth, has given to that town $2000 for a public 
library building. 

Williamsburg, Mass. By the will of the late 
Stephen Meckins, of Williamsburg, the town re- 
ceives $15.000 for the erection of a library build- 
ing, and an equal amount for the purchase of 
books and fittings. A condition of the bequest 
isthat ‘‘ under no circumstances are the trustees 
to allow the library to be open for business or 
the distribution of books on the Sabbath.” 


Librarians. 


BLAKELY, Miss Bertha E., was appointed li- 
brarian of the New Jersey State Normal School, 
Trenton, Sept. 1, 1894. She is a graduate of 
Mt. Holyoke College and a member of the class 
of ’95 of the New York State Library School. 


ForsyTH, Walter G., has accepted the position 
of reference librarian at the Library Co. of 
Philadelphia. Since leaving the N. Y. State 
Library School in 1893 he has been engaged 
in classifying and cataloging various private 
libraries, and for six months was special cata- 
loger at the Worcester Public Library. 


Hawes, Miss Clara S., of the New York State 
Library School class of '94, has, since July, been 
engaged in cataloging, shelf-listing and reor- 
ganizing the library of the Young Men's Library 
Association, Palmer, Mass. 

Havwarp, Miss Almira L., for 20 years li- 
brarian of the Cambridge (Mass.) Public Li- 
brary, was instantly killed on the morning of 
October 11 by falling through an opening in the 
flooring of the library. where workmen had 
been making repairs. Miss Hayward was well 
known in the library world, and her death isa 
sad shock to her many friends in the A. L. A. 
and the Massachusetts Library Club, of which 
she was a life member. 

Jackson, James. The American librarians who 
had the pleasure of knowing Mr. James Jackson, 
from 1881 to 1894, archiviste-bibliothécaire de 
la Société de Géographie of Paris, when he was 
preparing his bibliography in their libraries, will 
learn with pleasure that on his retirement from 
his post, because the health of his wife obliges 
him to pass his winters in the south, the central 
commission of the society have offered him a 
gold medal in recognition of his long, zealous 
and unpaid services. Among these services the 
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president mentions his interesting publishers 
and authors in the increase of the library; his 
numerous gifts to it, not only of pamphlets but 
of books, often of great value — Larousse’s Dic- 
tionnaire, for instance ; other gifts, of furniture 
and of binding; his collection of over 17,000 
geographical photographs, many of them taken 
by himself, and of about 2300 portraits of ge- 
ographers and travellers, It is thought, also, that 
he was one of two or three anonymous persons 
who abandoned to the society the bonds which | 
they had received for money lent for the con- 
struction of the society’s present house. 

Lowrey, Charles Emmett, librarian of the 
University of Colorado, Boulder, Col., died sud- 
denly on September 13, at his home in Boulder. 
Dr. Lowrey was one of the prominent librarians 
of the west, and was well known in library and 
educational circles. He was born at Hacketts- 
town, WarrenCo., N. J, July 6, 1855, and gradu- 
ated A.B. from the University of Michigan in 
1877. From 1877 to 1879 he taught at Anderson, 
N. J.,and from 1879-81 was principal of the 
High School of Calumet, Mich. Inthe autumn of 
1881 Mr. Lowrey returned to the University of 
Michigan, where he remained engaged in teach- 
ing and literary work until November, 1886, when 
impaired health compelled him to go further west, 
to Wyoming and Colorado. He received from 
the University of Michigan the degree of A.M. in 
1882, andthatof Ph.D. in 1884. Forthree years 
he was associated with Dr. W: H. Payne in edit- 
ing and translating pedagogical literature. In 
1889 he was called totake charge of the Library 
of the University of Colorado, and was elected 
librarian in 1890. He was instrumental in intro- 
ducing instruction in library technics and bibli- 
ography into the university curriculum, and was 
active in advancing the interests of the library. | 
He was a frequent contributor to periodicals and 
literary and educational reviews, and what is 
probably his last article, a paper on ‘‘ The uni- 
versity library, its larger recognition in higher 
education,” appeared in Aducation for May, and 
was reprinted in the August LIRRARY JOURNAL 
(19 : 264). Dr. Lowrey had been a member of the 
A. L. A. since 1891. 

Mou.Ton, John Grant, has been appointed 
librarian of the Quincy (III.) Public Library, suc- 
ceeding the late James Gallaher. Mr. Moulton is | 
a graduate of the New York State Library School 
(class of '94), and was for eight months indexer to | 
the New York State Commission in Lunacy. | 
Since the death of Mr. Gallaher in March, 1893, 
Miss Martha Pilger, formerly assistant, has been 
acting librarian. f 

PLumMMER, Miss Mary W., librarian of Pratt 
Institute, Brooklyn, who is now abroad, has 
spent the past month at Baireuth, and an interest- 
ing account from her pen of certain features of 
the city and its environs appears in the New York 
Evening Post, of Sept. 20. 

Sevsy, Miss Emily H., for five years state li- 
brarian of Illinois, has for the past two years 
been engaged in different departments of the 
World's Fair organization. Her connection 
with the committee on awards ended in August 
of this year, in time to permit attendance at 
the A. L. A. conference. She now contem- 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


plates a return to library work, should an op- 
portunity offer. 

Temr_e, Miss Mabel, formerly classifier at 
Brown University Library, has been appointed 
head cataloger atthat library. Miss Temple is 


| a graduate of the New York State Library School 


(class of '90), and has been engaged as classifier 
and cataloger in various libraries for the past 
four years. 

VAN HokEVENBERG, Miss Alma R. has resigned 
the librarianship of the South Orange Free Pub- 


| lic Library to return to the Library School at 


Albany, N. Y. She is succeeded by her sister 
Miss Elizabeth Van Hoevenberg, of the Pratt 
Institute Library Training Class of ‘94. 


Witcox, E. S., librarian of the Peoria (IIl.) 
P. L., has recently made a library inspection trip 
to the east, visiting the libraries of Washing- 
ton, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, New- 
ark, Jersey City, Boston, Hartford, Worcester, 
Salem, and otbercities, with a view to obtaining 
suggestion and information as to the best meth- 
ods of arrangement and appointment for the new 
building of the Peoria Public Library, soon to 
be erected, 


Cataloging and Classification. 


CoRNELL University. Library bulletin, v. 3, 


no, 7, June, 1894. 

The usual “list of additions” is prefaced by 
a 10-p. list of “recent publications by Cornell 
University and its officers," from April 1, 1893, 
to March 31, 1894, giving, first, publications of 
the university not recorded under the name of 
some officer, and then publications of officers and 
fellows, including books, pamphlets, and signed 
contributions to periodicals, transactions, etc. 


HAMILTON (Ont.) P. L. 


June, 1894. 138 p. Q. 

Divided into four parts: 1, English fiction; 2, 
foreign fiction; 3, books for young people; 4, 
general catalog. The latter is classed accord- 
ing to the decimal system, the others are alpha- 
betical author-lists, with anonymous books 
grouped at the end of each division. Entries 
are very brief, even initials being omitted where 
possible; a ‘‘ relativ subject index” is appended, 
giving in one alphabet all subjects and a par- 
tial index of the authors cataloged in the ‘‘ gen- 
eral” division. The indicator is used in the li- 
brary for fiction and juveniles. The catalog is 
printed on yellow manilla paper in uniform 
plain type, with sparing use of heavy-face type 
for authors’ names in the “‘ general ” division. 


Catalogue of books, 


The Litrary News-letter, published by Oster- 
hout F. L., Wilkesbarré, Pa., contains in its 
September issue, a short list of helpful works 
on ‘* Kindergarten and the education of the 
young.” 


The Sate (Mass.) P. L. BULLETIN for Sep- 
tember has an admirable classed reading-list on 
‘* Language,” covering general and comparative 
study and study of modern European languages. 
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The SprRINGFIELD (Mass.) P. L. BULLLETIN 
begins in its September issue a good selected 
[classed] list of works on natural history and 
zoblogy. 

TAUNTON (Mass.) P. L. Third supplement to 
the catalogue, 1894. 8+132+122p. O. 
Contains lists of officers and committees; ex- 

planatory note; city ordinances and library 

rules; the “ third supplement,”” — an author-list 

in one alphabet of all books in the library; a 

classified index, by title, divided into 13 main 

divisions; a list of periodicals and newspapers on 
file; and an alphabetical index to the classified 
index. As a rule title-a-line entries are given, 
and space has been economized as much as pos- 
sible. Various inaccuracies in revision or proof- 
reading are discoverable, but the catalog is cer- 
tainly a thorough guide to the contents of the 
library, and should enable the most inexperi- 
enced reader to find the literature on a given 
subject quickly and easily. 

CHANGED TITLES. 

Miszpah, who is given as the author of ‘‘ From 

shadow to sunlight,” and other stories, is Anna 


DeW. Pearce, a school-teacher in Worcester. — 
S: S. GREEN. 


Bibliografp. 


Fiske, J: History of the United States for 
schools; with topical analysis, suggestive 
questions, and directions for teachers, by 
Frank Alpine Hill. Bost., Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., 1894. c. il. por. maps, D. cl., met, 
$1. 

This is essentially a school-book, but it de- 
rives bibliographical importance from the list of 
“*topics for collateral reading” appended to 
each chapter, and from the appendixes, which 
include (Appendix D) ‘‘ names of the states and 
territories, with mention of books on the history 
of the several states;” (Appendix E) ‘ books 
on successive epochs;” (Appendix F) ‘‘ novels, 
poems, songs, etc., relating to American his- 
tory;” and (Appendix G) ‘‘ a minimum library 
of reference,” to be used in connection with 
school study of the subject. The lists make no 
pretence to bibliographical completeness, but 
the selections have been carefully made, and the 
references are sufficiently full to be very useful 
to young people and ordinary students. 


HAMILTON, Walter. Dated book-plates (Ex 
libris), with a treatise on their origin and de- 
velopment. In 3 pts. Pt. 1, Introductory 
treatise on book-plates dated prior to 1700. 
N. Y., Macmillan & Co., 1894. il. 4°, pap., 
net, $3. 

LesstnG, Gotthold Ephraim. Nathan der Weise; 
ed. with introd. and notes, by Sylvester Primer. 
Bost., D. C. Heath & Co., 1894. c. 38+ 
300 p. D. (Modern lang. ser.) $1.10. 


There is a brief bibliography (2 p.) of works 
relating to ‘‘ Nathan der Weise.” 


The Rowrant Ctus, Cleveland, O., will 
shortly publish a “ Bibliography of Henry David 
Thoreau,” prepared by S: Arthur Jones. 
Russett, P. A guide to British and American 

novels : being a comprehensive manual of all 

forms of popular fiction in Great Britain, Aus- 
tralasia, and America, from its commencement 
down to 1893. Lond., Digby, Long & Co., 

1894. 326 p. 8°, 3s. 6d. 

Stevens, G: B. The Johannine theology: a 
study of the doctrinal contents of the gospel 
and epistles of the Apostle John. N. Y., C: 
Scribner’s Sons, 1894. c. 11+387 p. D.cl., 
$2. 

A bibliography (4 p.) is appended, covering 
the most important literature of the subject. 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, Berkeley, Cal. Cata- 

logue of books in the pedagogical section of 

the university library. 1894. 66 p. O. 

Classified under 23 separate headings and ar- 
ranged in author-alphabet under each head. 
Appended to the classed list is a subject list of 
pamphlets on education (9 p.), and an index to 
authors (6 p.). 

FULL NAMES. 
Supplied by Harvard University Library. 

Fowler, F: Homer (Agriculture of Massa- 
chusetts. Synoptical and analytical index); 

James, Davis Lawler (Notices of the floras of 
Cincinnati); 

Montgomery, Morton Luther (History of 
Berks county, Pennsylvania, in the revolution); 

Newell, C: Martin (Kaméhaméha, the con- 
quering king); 

Parker, E: Hazen (The handbook for mothers); 

Smith, Jared Gage (North Amer’can species 
of sagittaria and lophotocarpus); 

Tyler, B: Bushrod (A history of the disciples 
of Christ). 


From an N. Y. auction catalog. — 331 Bryant 
and Stratton[!] A popular history of the United 
States. Fully illustrated. 4 v. 8°. 


** The Bajetta woman” was recently called for 
in a library that shall be nameless, by a borrower 
(female) who insisted that the book was “in” 
and ‘‘a very nice novel.” Finally the librarian 
asked her to write the title, and with a flash of 
phonetic inspiration, produced A. S. Hardy's 
‘*But yet a woman.” It was what she wanted. 


PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE. 

Any library which has not a copy of ‘‘ The 
Sunday-School Library,” by A. E. Dunning, 
may have it free by addressing the Liprary 
JOURNAL Office and enclosing 10 cents for post- 
age and handling. 
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LIBRARY INKS AND ADHESIVES. 
higgins’ Drawing-Board Mucilage 


has been adopted by leading Librarians throughout the country as the only satis- 
factory library adhesive made. The sooo volumes of the Model Library at the 
World’s Fair were repaired and labelled with this adhesive in preference to all others, 
and it was voluntarily exhibited and recommended by those in charge. <A three ounce 
trial jar sent by mail, prepaid, for 30 cents. 


higgins’ Carbon Writing Inks 


contain no other coloring matter than pure carbon, and they hence write black from 
the pen-point and remain forever black, proof to effects of age, air, sunlight, chemicals, 
and fire, and when written on semi-absorbent paper, so that the ink sinks in, they 
cannot be washed out or erased without detection. They are the only frue black and 
lasting inks made. Two kinds, viz.: (1) Engrossing Ink, a dense or heavy ink for 
engrossing and important writings, and (2) Eternal Ink, an ink of lighter body, and 
hence better adapted for general use. <A two ounce bottle of the former, prepaid by mail, 
35 cents ; a two ounce bottle of the latter for 25 cents. 


The Higgins’ Adhesives and Inks are for Sale by Dealers in Artists’ Materals 
and Stationery Generally. 


CHAS, M. HIGGINS & CO., wanutacturers, 168-170 Eighth St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


LONDON LEIPZIG. PARIS. 


B. WESTERMANN & 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
(ESTABLISHED 1848.) 
FOREIGN OFFICES AT LONDON, LEIPZIG, AND PARIS. 


A gents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 
College and Public Libraries. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 

Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany, and France. Periodicals 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 

Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. Regular connections with 
Central and South America and all Oriental countries. 

Binding done here and abroad in every style. 

Auction Sales attended to. 

The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers—English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish—fur- 
nished on application. 

Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 

With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
information given on topics of interest to Librarians. 
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THE NEILSON BINDER. 


The Only Perfect Binder for Library Use. 


OF THE many devices for temporary binding of magazines, papers, etc., there is not one 
that does not in some way mutilate or destroy their contents, causing a large loss 
annually. We have succeeded in making a binder that is acknowledged by leading librarians to 
be the best article of the kind ever produced. The contents are held firmly and at the same 
time open freely. There is absolutely no wear on the back of papers, and therefore no mutila- 
tion. The covers are heavy board, cloth sides, leather back and corners, strong, well made, and 
will outwear any ordinary covers. The binding device consists of flat steel rods, pivoted at one 
end, the other end being securely locked, thus preventing unauthorized removal of papers. 
All metal parts full nickeled. We confidently offer the 


NEILSON BINDER 


as the strongest and most practical binder in the market, and solicit sample orders, which will be 


sent on approval. 
PRICE-LIST: 

Puck or Judge size, . 8.9% 

Harper’s Weekly size, . 1.75. 

As the patent parts are practically indestructible, and repairs or renewals of covers can be 

made for a comparatively small sum, this is not only the best, but the cheapest binder. Address 
all orders to the 


NEILSON MANUFACTURING CO., 


383 Federal Street, BOSTON, MASS. 


TWO INDEXES INDEXING: 


Indispensable in Libraries, Manual for ane 
THE «A. L. A.”’ INDEX. By J. BEN NICHOLS. 


The American Library Association Index. An 
Index to General Literature, Biographical, His- 16 pp., 12mo, Paper, 25 Cents. 
torical, and Literary Essays and Sketches, Re- es 
ports and Publications of Boards and Societies | . An = sub- 
ties and Corrections, etc., etc. By W1LLIAM I prehensive manual on indexing ever published. 
A.M of Col- It will prove invaluable to the novice and sug- 
lege. Revel 8v0, cloth, $5.00, me; half gestive even to the more experienced. 
morocco, $6.50, met. Address THe PuslisHers’ WEEKLY, 

POOLE’S INDEX 28 Elm Street, N. Y. 
TO PERIODICAL LITERATURE. — 
By Freperick Poor, LL.D., and The Reference Catalogue 


WiiuraM I. FLETCHER, with the co-operation of 

the American Library poche tg New re- Of Current (English) Literature. 
vised edition. Vol. 1. In two parts. Royal! 1 you, HALF BOUND, NET, $3.60. 
8vo, $16.00, met; sheep, $20.00, met ; half mo- te 

rocco, gilt top, $24.00, met. Vol. Il. First ise in 

Supplement (January, a ey 1887).| The new edition of the above (the English 
Royal 8vo, $8.00, met ; sheep, $10.00, met ; half publishers’ trade list) for 1894 is larger and more 
morocco, gilt top, $12.00, met, Vol. III. | complete than any former issue The Index, 
Second Supplement (January, 1887-January, | also, is much more copious, containing about 
1892). Royal 8vo, $8.00, met; sheep, $10.00, | 90,000 entries. Orders for the United States 


net ; half morocco, gilt top, $12.00, met. will be supplied by 
The Office of THe PusiisHers’ WEEKLY, 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & co., Boston, 28 Elm Street (Temporary Office, 


11 East 17th Street, New York. 54 Duane Street), New York, 
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THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., 


5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street, New York, 


. a specialty of supplying public, private, and school LIBRARIES, for which 
they have exceptional facilities through their connection with many of the largest houses 

as special agents, and by carrying the stock of all American Publishers. 

They are pleased to give estimates at lowest rates on lists of proposed purchases, and 
solicit correspondence with Librarians and other bookbuyers. 

This house is characterized by its Promptness, Carefulness, and Low 
Prices. 

There will be sent to any address on application a topically arranged General Library List 
selected from the books of all publishers. 


H. SOTH ERAN & =x 
Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816. 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books. Specimen Number post free. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., 


LIMITED, 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 

Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in ali Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS, Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. /eriedicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
Rates, 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, somntcheteaeneed ETC. 


iB HE indispensable congeries of catalogues called ‘ The 
bd Publishers’ Trade List Annual’ duly makes its ap- 
. pearance for 1894. (New York: Office of The Pub- 
gy lishers’ Weekly. $2.) It is one of the few publications in 


s the world which we prize for its bulk rather than for its 
> quality, and it actually overspreads its predecessor when placed 
: beside it.”"—From the New York Evening Post. 


FESR SKE KEK KKK 


3 
i 
,'94 
one 
loss 
ame 
and 
one 
ers. 
1 be 
sh 
——} 
nd 
7 
© 
ub- 
ed. 
1g- 
Y. 3 
sh 
| 
re | 
2 
ut 
es 
| 
rk. 
| 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL [ October, '94 


ESTABLISHED 1872 


LONDON: PARIS: LEIP2ia: 
30 WELLINGTON SrT., STRAND. 76 Rue Oe Rennes. HospiTAt SrA. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


(TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 


begs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining FOREIGN Books and 
PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 
OR EUROPE can offer, because : 
He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 
clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 
with all she leading publishing houses in the world. 


His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books, 

He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 


“Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer. I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Gro. H. Baker, Librarian ef Columbia College, New York. 


“Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. ‘The result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in don, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York SiSte Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 


of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr. Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders,” 
Metvit Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 


“Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York i served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. is terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 


by branches in different European countries.” 
Prof. Axruur H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


“ Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal with you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


and dealing th h 
Ernest C. Ricnarpson, Librarian of College of New Jersey, Princeton, N. J. 


“Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 


shown aa intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you. 
A. 8. Couns, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. ¥. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
LOMQON. PARIS, LEIP7IQ. NEW YORK. 
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